07 MAR 1997
Mandel a- Yahaya
MANDELA PAYS TRI BUTE TO LATE | NDUSTRI ALI ST YAHAYA AHMAD

SHAH ALAM March 7 (Bernama) -- South African President Nel son Mandel a
today said the sudden death of Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad is rmuch felt by his
country because it happened at a tinme when the industrialist was taking a
particularly keen interest in Ml aysian-South African cooperation

Speaking during a visit to the Proton plant here, Mandela said he was
suppose to have met Yahaya there today in an act to further cenent the fast
devel opi ng business relationship that the industrialist was actively
pronoti ng between the two countri es.

"I't is, however, in nuch sadder circunstances that we now gat her
here...the tragic and untinely death of Yahaya is a najor blow not only to
Mal aysi a where he epitom sed the econom ¢ success for which your country is
internationally respected but a blow which will be as nuch felt by South
Africans,” he said in his address.

Yahaya, who died in a helicopter crash near Kuala Lipis on Mnday, was
the chairman of the DRB-H com group and a host of other conpanies including
Perusahaan Ot onobil Nasional Berhad (Proton).

"I bring to Hcom to the Ml aysian people and in particular to the
famliy of the deceased Tan Sri Yahaya Ahnad, the heartfelt condol ences of
oursel ves, the South African government, the South African business and of
the South African people," Mandel a said.

Mandel a, who is on a five-day official visit to Malaysia, was received
by Econom c Adviser to the Government Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, newl y appoi nted
DRB- H com group chai rman Datuk Mhd Sal eh Sul ong and senior Proton
officials including its vice-charinman (operation & strategy) Tengku
Mahal eel Tengku Ariff.

The South African president said his government was confident that the
depth and the span of the trade and business rel ati onships between the two
countries would not be retarded or derailed by Yahaya's death.

"Yet, we cannot pretend that the tragic death of this talented and
conmmitted friend of South Africa will not |eave a great void," he added

He said on a personal |evel, Yahaya showed interest in establishing a
notor vehicle assenbly plant as well as a notorcycle manufacturing plant in
South Africa.

In his address, Mandela al so noted that Ml aysi ans now constituted the
fourth largest national group of foreign investors in South Africa
following the inproving ties after Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s visit to that country in August 1995.

Mohd Sal eh, in his wel comi ng address, expressed confidence that a
deeper understanding of Proton's operation as a result of Mndela's visit
woul d pave the way for closer cooperation between Proton and the automative
industry in South Africa.

He said Proton was | ooking forward to explore the possibility of
setting up a venture in South Africa to introduce the national car and
notorcycle there

Mohd Saleh later told reporters that Mdenas, the manufacturer of the
nati onal notorcyle "Kriss" was |ooking into the possiblity of exporting it
to Sotuh Africa as well as establishing a manufacturing facility there. --
BERNANMA
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