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Many ot her Everests to scale

D. Devi ka Bai
AND so, Mal aysi ans have conquered M Everest. Al 8,848 nmetres of it.
Syabas! to the team nenbers. They have done the country proud.

It nust feel great basking in the linelight and receiving the adul ation

of a nation. After all, it's no ordinary task scaling the world's highest
peak.
But come to think of it, l[ifeis full of "Everests." There are many

Mal aysi ans out there conquering a different kind of Everest every day. O
at least trying very hard to do so.

Life's Everests are infinitely higher, its facets uni magi nably sheerer
and its pitfalls abysmally deeper.

Whereas to | ose your footing on the one is to |ose your life, to | ose
your footing on the other is to | ose your very soul

Right fromthe start, there are nany Everests to be conquered. A new
born has survived the odds when it cries lustily upon birth. Baby's first
step, a child's first day at school and its nastering of the al phabet are
great achieverments in their own way. School children passing internal and
ext ernal exam nations nean reachi ng a peak of sorts.

Yout hs going through the trial-ridden transitional phase between
chil dhood and adul t hood and energi ng unscarred have conquered. And "I epak-
ers", "bohsi as" and cl oset-snokers struggling to kick their habits are
al nrost there. Al they need is understandi ng and support to reach the top.

The thief who has turned over a new | eaf has reached |ofty heights. So
has the reforned drug addi ct and the ex-al cohol abuser.

Parents, especially single parents, who have overcone the adversities of
life to bring up their children as | oyal, useful citizens, have scal ed
their Everest.

Sone ot hers who have reached the pinnacle are the disabl ed who have
triunphed against all odds to lead fruitful lives. And sonmewhere out there
are fol ks who have overcone racial and religi ous prejudices and
cour ageously extended the hand of friendship to all people, no matter what
col our or creed.

Qur first Prime Mnister, the Tunku, and his cohorts reached the apex
when they won the struggle for independence. Wth the groundwork - the
"base canps" as it were - prepared by subsequent Prime Mnisters, our
present dynamic | eader Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad and his team have
taken the country to dizzying hei ghts undreaned of 40 years ago.

Only the rakyat can give the final push to the summt by staying
steadfastly united, displaying strong noral fibre, sheddi ng extreni st
views, saying "no" to graft and corruption and el ecting wi se, capable and
j ust | eaders.

Can the rakyat surmount its Everest?
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