28/ 02/ 1997

Mari na named to UN panel on Al DS

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysian Al DS Council president Marina Mahathir
has been appoi nted by the Conmunity Liaison Comrittee as its Asial/Pacific
representative to the Programe Coordinating Board of the Joint United
Nati ons Programme on Al DS

Her appointment is a recognition of Malaysia's role and contribution in
H V/ AIDS rel ated works in Asia.

The CLC represents non-governnmental and conmunity-based organi sations
doing HHV/ AIDS work all around the worl d.

The Programme Coordi nating Board acts or functions as the governing body
on all progranme issues concerning policy, strategy, finance, nmonitoring
and eval uation for UNAIDS

Its conmposition and functions are deternined by the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council of the United Nations as well as the appropriate governing bodi es
of the co-sponsoring organi sations of UNAIDS. The forthcom ng neeting in
April is the fourth neeting of the PCB
It is also the first tinme that non-governnental organisations (three from
devel oping countries and countries with econony in transition) are invited
to take part in the work of the governi ng body of a United Nations
pr ogr anme.

Besi des being the MAC president and Ml aysi an Al DS Foundati on chai r man,
Marina is also the vice-president of the AIDS Society of Asia and the
Paci fic.

She has been very much involved in neetings including the consultation
for policy-nmakers on the Wnen and Al DS section of the Beijing Platform
for Action and regional consultations on the formati on of UNAI DS

She has al so represented Mal aysi an NGOs at the regi onal and biennial
i nternational conferences on H V/ Al DS.

In conjunction with Wrld A DS Day | ast year, she was sel ected by UNAI DS
to speak on behal f of Asia at a special session of the United Nations
General Assenbly.
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