28/ 06/ 1997
Mari na: Mal aysia, Australia have nmuch to I earn fromeach ot her

K. C. Boey in Ml bourne
MALAYSI A and Australia have much to | earn fromeach ot her, publisher and
Al DS support advocate Datin Paduka Marina Mahat hir said yesterday.

Each has much that it can benefit from working with the other, Mrina
said after a week-long visit that denonstrated what she believed in

Marina, the president of the Ml aysian Al DS Council, was in Ml bourne
where she was one of the keynote speakers at the Third International AlDS
I mpact Conf erence.

In Sydney yesterday, she | aunched a book offering a pictorial essay on
multiculturalismin Australia and in Ml aysi a.

"This is what nmakes nme optim stic about Australia, despite all the
negative publicity surroundi ng Pauline Hanson," Marina told the New
Straits Tines.

Mari na was reluctant to tal k about the controversial i ndependent Menber
of Parlianment from Queensl and, but she continued bei ng asked about Hanson
ininterviews with the nmedia, for which she has been sought after.

Hanson cropped up in discussions about the project Mrina conceptualised
and directed, called Visions: A Milticultural Exploration of Ml aysia &
Australia, a travelling exhibition of photographs nmounted in four cities
each in Ml aysia and Australi a.

In Australia, Visions was held up as an exanpl e of collaboration that
represented a repudiati on of Hanson.

"W had no such grand anbitions for Visions," said Marina. "W had no
speci fic agenda, which is why we call it an exploration.

"It is intended as only a starting point (in a journey of
under st andi ng) . "

Mari na said Visions was not intended to be prescriptive nor to be seen
as a counterwei ght to Hanson, but she understood the concern Australians
had about the negative i mage of Australia that Hanson was provoking in
Asi a.

Marina said the Hanson "irritation"” did not detract fromthe prospects
for collaborati on between Ml aysi a and Australia on her two pet projects -
mul ticul turalismand Al DS prevention.

Mal aysia, with its established multicultural society, had | essons for
Australia. In AIDS prevention, Ml aysia could |earn fromAustrali a.

Non- gover nment al organi sations were well devel oped in Australia, and on
soci al issues such as AIDS prevention, nuch depended on NGGCs.

"Australia can export its expertise," said Marina. "But even here,

Mal aysi a has sonmething to offer.

"AIDS prevention in Australia is very nuch directed at mai nstream Angl o-
Saxon Australians. We in Asia can help with our experience on howto work
with mnority groups.”

Marina said cultural attitudes towards AIDS were different with people
fromdifferent conmunities. Collaboration was a two-way process. This is
where Mal aysia and Australia could benefit fromthe experience of the
ot her.

Vi sions was a project Marina conceived two years ago, inspired by her
Eyes on Asean exhi bition.

It consists a travelling exhibition of about 85 photographs taken by
t hree phot ographers each from Mal aysi a and Australia, in each other's
country.

The exhi bition, |aunched i n Mel bourne | ast Novenber, has been



si mul taneously nmounted in Mal aysia and Australia. In Malaysia, it has been
di spl ayed i n Kuchi ng, Kota Ki nabal u, Kuala Lunpur and Penang.

In Australia, after Mel bourne, the exhibition travelled to Adel ai de and
Canberra. It opens in Sydney on July 7.

The book Marina | aunched is an extension of the exhibition, with the
phot ogr aphs augmented by two essays witten by two keen observers of
cross-cultural relations in the region.

The essays follow the same concept as that for the photographers. The
essay on multiculturalismin Australia is witten by Datuk A Kadir Jasin,
New Straits Tinmes group editor, and the one on Malaysia is witten by Geg
Sheridan, foreign editor of The Australian.

The phot ographers were Mal aysians Anri G nang, Suan |. Limand S.C
Shekhar, and Australians Lorrie G aham Emmanuel T. Santos and Peter
Sol ness.
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