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Maritime segnent of Lima shows it can draw crowds too
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TH S year's Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace Exhi bition (Lima
"97), like previous shows in the biennial series, saw an inprovenent in
terns of the nunber of participants and displays, especially in the
maritime segment.

Lima, which nmade its debut in 1991, has been draw ng nore and nore
participants, particularly foreign aviation and maritine conpani es, which
wanted to showcase their products to the Mal aysian market, as well as the
Sout h- East Asi an region and worl dwi de in general.

Lima ' 97 saw a total of 784 conpanies participating in the show, with
650 displaying aircraft and products at the aerospace exhibition, with the
remai ning 134 at the nmaritine show. In conparison, Lima '95 drew 642
parti ci pati ng conpani es.

For sone Mal aysi an conpani es, especially the new players in the aviation
i ndustry such as SME Avi ation Sdn Bhd and Conposites Technol ogy Research
Mal aysia (CTRM, Lima '97 was a platformfor themto introduce |ocally-
made aircraft to potential buyers.

I ndeed, sone have been successful, such as CTRM whi ch managed to clinch
several deals during the show, including sales of its Eagle 150B and
LancAir aircraft. CTRMsigned five deals during the six-day Lim '97.

The Governnent's nove to | eave the handling of the maritime and the
aer ospace segnents of Lima '97 to two conpanies - Le Proton Lima Sdn Bhd
(the original organiser) and Huswah Exhi biti on Sdn Bhd (newconer to Linm)

- seens to have borne fruit, especially in pronoting the maritinme show
whi ch has been receiving | ukewarmresponse in the past three Lima shows.

For this year, the maritinme segnent registered a total of 134
participants. Mre inportant is that the organi ser, Huswah Exhi biti on,
managed to add some excitenent to the show through the sailing conpetition
and to display vessels that had not been seen in Ml aysian waters before.
These vessel s include the four subnmarines brought in fromRussia, France,
Paki st an and Tur key.

Wth cooperation from Star Cruises, Huswah Exhibition nore or |ess nmade
the maritime segnent nore lively than the previous Lima shows. It al so
hel ped that the newly conpleted Star Cruises terminal in Tanjung Ml ai was
the venue for the nmaritime segnment this year, thus attracting nore
visitors to the show

The presence of several Star Cruises liners, such as Star Pisces, Star
Aquarius and MegaStar Taurus, and the |aunching of SuperStar Express
during the show boosted the maritinme exhibition.

But the highlights of the mariti me segnent surely goes to the four
submari nes which had not been seen in Ml aysi an waters before, although
sone may clai mthat they have seen subnmarines plying along the Straits of
Mal acca or the South China Sea.

Inline with the Governnent's efforts to reduce Mal aysia's current
account deficit, the maritinme segnent of Lima '97 has served as a platform
to devel op the country's shipping and maritine industries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr NMahat hir Mohamad, who officiated both the
aerospace and maritime segnents of Lima '97, has stressed the inportance
for Mal aysians to venture into the shipping and maritine industries to
hel p reduce the current account deficit.

He said al though Mal aysia has all the nakings of a maritine nation,
strategically located at the centre of shipping |lanes and a | arge sea area



rich in fishery, oil and gas resources, it has yet to optimnise all these
attributes to qualify as such.

Efforts to transform Malaysia into a true maritime nation began in
earnest only about two decades ago al t hough, as Dr Mahathir has said,

Mal aysi ans, especially the Ml ays, were once renowned seafarers, as
portrayed by nen |ike Pangli m Awang or Henry the Bl ack who al ong with
Magel | an ci rcumavi gat ed t he gl obe.

Unfortunately, Ml aysians have sonehow | ost this trait, he said, adding
that the | ong years under col onial rule have perhaps made Ml aysi ans
| andl ubbers with a distinct dislike for being away from hone for any
I ength of tine.

Expl ai ning the inportance of the maritine industry, Dr Mahathir said the
country's Second CQutline Perspective Plan clearly describes the potenti al
role of the maritine sector to the long-termgrowth and devel opnent of the
country, especially in creating new and non-traditional marine based and
rel ated economic activities until the year 2000 and beyond.

On the aerospace front, the show registered a total nunber of 650
participants from40 countries and 96 aircraft for the static and aeri al
di spl ays. However, sone visitors felt that the show was not as interesting
as before. This was probably because the aerospace segnment had been in the
linmelight all this while, in contrast to the maritine portion.

The air show, they (the public) clained, |acked "star attractions", such
as the US-nmade Stealth bonber. This could be be part of the reasons,
besi des t he absence of the Russian aerobatic team- the Russian Bl ack
Knights - with their Sukhoi-27s.

However, the organiser and those responsible in ensuring security and
safety of visitors should be | auded for ensuring a snmooth and organi sed
show.

For exanple, to prevent people frommlling around the aircraft
di spl ayed on the tarmac of the aerospace site, the relevant authorites put
barriers in an orderly manner so that visitors could viewthemat the
proper place.

They (visitors) were not allowed near the aircraft as in previous shows,
but had to remain at designated places to view the planes. Hopefully, this
will not deter the public fromconm ng to the next Lim exhibition in 1999,
which is expected to be bigger than Lima '97.
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