03/ 12/ 1997
MAS sets pace with deal to buy Business Jet

atuddin

MALAYSI A Airlines set the pace for the opening day of the Langkaw
International Maritinme and Aerospace show yesterday with its announcenent
to buy a Boei ng Busi ness Jet, meking the national carrier the first |aunch
customer in Asia.

At about US$33.75 million (RML14.75 million) in its basic configuration
the aircraft is expected to set new service standards for one of Asia's
top airlines.

Besi des t he MAS deal, two nmenoranduns of understandi ng and a sal es
mar ket i ng agreenment were signed involving | ocal and foreign conpani es on
the sale of a light aircraft, the servicing of helicopter blades |ocally
and regionally, and the devel opnent and inplenentation of an integrated
software for the managenent of capital-intensive industries.

Three of the four events - excluding the agreenent between Conposites
Technol ogy Research Mal aysia and Martha Janthorn Co Ltd - held at the
Mahsuri I nternational Exhibition Centre, the venue for the aerospace show,
were witnessed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The signatories for the Boei ng Business Jet, a joint venture between
Boei ng Commerci al Airplane Conpany and General Electric Co of the United
States, were Mal aysia Airlines managi ng director Datuk Wan Mal ek | brahim
and BBJ president Borge Boeskov.

MAS executive vice-president (airlines) Datuk Bashir Ahnad told the New
Straits Tinmes that the purchase of the aircraft was deci ded two years ago
as part of the overall fleet renewal plan.

"It is part of our consistent policy of ensuring that we will always
have a young fleet.

"The BBJ, which is based on the Boeing 737 configuration, is also an
aircraft with which we are famliar in terns of operations,” Bashir said.

MAS is the | argest operator of the B737 outside the United States.

Bashir said the aircraft was expected to be delivered by the end of 1999
and no paynent woul d be made until then.

He al so said that the MAS managenent had not decided if the aircraft
woul d be used for schedul ed services or for chartered purposes.

Meanwhil e, CTRM director Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Abdul Ham d and
Mat ha managi ng director G| bert Foong signed an agreenent for the
mar keting of CTRM s Eagle light aircraft in Thail and.

It was witnessed by the Deputy Permanent Secretary to Thail and' s Defence
Mnistry, Admral T. Cheeppensuk.

Foong said that Matha ained to sell 24 units of the Eagle 150B |i ght
aircraft by 1998.

CTRM chi ef operating officer George Bl ower said the targeted narkets
were mlitary training centres, flying schools and agenci es which carry
out surveillance for forestry, traffic and border control purposes.

"The majority of training aircraft in Thailand are very old and com ng
to the end of their life span," said Bl ower.

"The Eagle is a brand new, fully certified and totally conposite
aircraft that will give no corrosion problens."

He said CTRM had sold 15 units of the aircraft so far, nostly from
Australia, where the aircraft is being assenbled. Orders for an additiona
50 have al so been received

"We have al so had inquiries fromcountries such as Argentina, India,
South Africa, Europe, Japan and New Zeal and.



"I think the word is starting to spread in the aerospace industry,"” he
sai d.

The Eagle 150 is the first Ml aysian conposite light aircraft and has a
fuel consunption of 23 litres per hour at a cruise speed of 224km per
hour .

CTRMis one of the exhibitors at this year's Langkawi | nternational
Maritime and Aerospace exhi bition.

Plus and Pl us Technol ogies (fornmerly Hexmann Aerospace Sdn Bhd) have
si gned a nmenor andum of under standing with Avi ati on Bl ade Services | nc of
the United States to transfer the latter's technol ogy to devel op the
hel i copter bl ade industry |l ocally and regionally.

Both parties will work on the technicalities of the deal phase by phase
before a firmcontract is established soneti me next year.

Pl us and Plus Technol ogi es are confident that the partnership with ABS
woul d assist the local helicopter industry in terns of faster maintenance
and servicing and hel p save the country in forei gn exchange.

Pl us and Pl us Technol ogi es chai rnman Khalid Enran Yusof and ABS presi dent
Davi d Stutesnman were the signatories.

Dectra, a wholly-owned Mal aysian | nformati on Technol ogy conpany, al so
si gned a nenorandum of understanding with Australian-based M ncomPty Ltd
yest er day.
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