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KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed tonight called on all Ml aysians, young and old, rural and urban,
alike to answer the "call of arns" to support the government's initiative
to harness the power of information technology (IT).

"Let us resolve to face the globalised world together. Let us strive to
realise all that we wish for and not wait for it to happen,” he said in his
tel evised address to the nation when |aunching the national |T awareness
canpai gn at Angkasapuri .

The | aunching cerenony was carried "live" by RTM TV3 and radio.

In rallying the support of the opposition as well, the Prinme Mnister
said Malaysia was now in a good position to take advantage of IT

Apart from having 25 years of experience in devel oping a formdable
el ectrical and electronics industry, Mlaysia has a well-educated,
trai nabl e workforce and a relatively well-developed IT infrastructure

"A nation must always think about tonmorrow. It is in thinking about
tonorrow that we have decided to harness the power of IT," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment would not only provide the necessary
t op-down | eadership to pronote | T devel opnent but al so orchestrate a
soci etal push for it.

Through this dual -approach, the governnent woul d serve as the enabler
of IT devel opnent.

"It is for this reason that we adopted the National |IT Agenda (N TA) as
a national devel opnent strategy," he said.

NI TA, which provides the framework for a national response to IT and to
the information revolution, calls upon all Ml aysians to do their part to
ensure that Malaysia is ready to enter the Information Age

"We can do this by understanding IT, harnessing it, realising its
potential, and applying it in the nost productive way to benefit our people
and our country," he said.

The ultimate goal of NITA is to evolve a civil society in the Ml aysian
moul d, a society that is enpowered by knol wedge and i nfused with our own
di stinctive value system

"Wth our future at stake, we cannot afford to be a nere spectator of
the information revolution," said the Prine Mnister who likened it as the
third of its kind in hunan history after the agricultural and industrial
revol utions.

The information revolution is accelerating the process of
gl obal i sation, reshaping economes and influencing work and life of the
people at a speed never seen before.

"We need to be a part of it; we need to lead it even. This is why we
are spending so much time and effort to grow a local IT industry that is
worl d class,” he added

This is why projects for the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) will
proceed as planned despite the recent currency crisis, said Dr Mahathir.

The Prine Mnister said the current global trend required the nation to
switch fromits econonic base again, from one reliant on cheap |abour to
one that is driven by know edge workers.

"Anyone can be a know edge worker. We do not need to be a conputer
scientist to becone one," he said.

A taxi driver can becone a know edge worker if he can use information
and technology to do his job better.



"A seller of kuih who adds chol esterol-free ingredients that have nore
nutrition to traditional recipes becones a know edge worker because he uses
know edge," said Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said only when both nmanufacturing and service sectors are
manned by knowl edge workers and powered by |IT can the country sustain the
required per capita GDP growh rates to attain Vision 2020.

"Current projection indicate that, through through an information and
know edge- based economy, we can increase our GDP levels by fourfold within
20 to 25 years," he said.

This will mean that, on average, Mal aysians can expect to earn four
times their current incones in the future and enjoy a quality of life
conparabl e to that of devel oped countri es.

"Qur strength in tackling future challenges lies not only in our
experience in initiating and managi ng change in the past, but also in our
willingness to do even nore in the future," added the Prine Mnister. --
BERNAMA
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