04 DEC 1997
Mahat hi r - submari nes
M SI A NOT BUYI NG SUBMARI NES AS YET, SAYS DR MAHATH R

LANGKAW, Dec 4 (Bernanm) -- Ml aysia does not plan to buy submarines
as yet as she has no need for such vessels for now, Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today.

But he did not discount the possibility of the country acquiring
submarines in future.

The prime mnister said this when reporters approached him after
i nspecting subrmarines on display at the 1997 Langkawi |nternational
Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition here.

Responding to a question from a Russian reporter, he said Ml aysia may
apprai se Russi an-made subnarines if and when she decides to start a fleet.

During the visit, Dr Mahathir had a first-hand | ook at a Russian
Ki | ocl ass submarine taking part in the Linma '97 at the Tanjung Malai jetty
her e.

It is one of four submarines on display at the maritime segment of the
show besi des those from France, Pakistan and Turkey.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir officiated at a cerenpny to bless a |uxury
catamaran the Superstar Express Langkawi and announced the Prinme Mnister's
round-the-worl d by sea chall enge trophy.

The Superstar Express Langkawi is attenpting to set a new world
ci rcummavi gation record of 48 days next year.

The existing record of 83 days was set by a United States navy
submarine, the "USS Triton" in 1960.

In announcing the Prime Mnister's challenge trophy, Dr Mhathir said
the attenpt by Star Cruises, owner of the luxury catamaran, would meke
Mal aysi ans proud while pronpting Langkawi as a key tourist destination.

The attenpt by the Superstar Express Langkawi is yet another world
record- breaki ng endeavour by Ml aysians after conquering Munt Everest |ast
August .

The luxury catanmaran is scheduled to start the attenpt from Port Kl ang
in June next year calling at 10 ports and covering 36,000 nautical niles
within 48 days, said Star Cruises chairman Datuk K T Lim

The 82-netre vessel will call at Singapore, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Honol ul u,
San Franci sco, Panama, New York, London, Suez and Bonbay.
Limsaid during the voyage, the US$40-million catamaran would al so try

to set records for the fastest crossing of the South China Sea, the East
Chi na Sea, the Indian Ccean and the Arabian Sea.

"We have dedicated the trophy in honour of all Prime Mnisters of
Mal aysia - past, present and future. We will do our best to show the world
that Mal aysia Boleh (can do it) ," he said.

The 5,419-tonne Australian-built vessel, capable of speed up to 42
knots per hour, can carry 175 cars and 900 passengers.

Upon its launching by Dr Mahathir today, the Superstar Express Langkaw
i naugurated its service between Butterworth, Langkawi and Phuket.

It takes two hours to cover the 150kmjourney from Butterworth to
Langkaw .
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