25/ 07/ 1997

MB wel comes nove to standardi se Islamc | aws

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Orar said today the
State CGovernnent woul d abi de by what ever decisi on made by the Nationa
Rel i gi ous Devel opnent Conmmittee on the proposed standardi sation of Islamc
| aws.

The conmmittee's chairman is Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad.

Abu Hassan said it had al ways been the State Governnment's stand that the
i mpl emrentation of Islamc laws in the country is standardi sed.

Abu Hassan | ast week said he was willing to meet with Dr Mahathir to
di scuss the matter.

The di screpancies in the inplenentation of Islamc | aws, especially in
Sel angor, cane under intense public debate follow ng the arrest of three
wonen for taking part in a beauty contest, by the Sel angor Reli gi ous
Depart nent .

Speaking to reporters after presenting diplonmas and certificates to 309
graduands of |nspen Coll ege today, Abu Hassan said he wel coned Dr
Mahathir's decision to neet with all the Malay rulers to di scuss
standardi sing Islanic | ans.

Islami c administration and | aws do not cone under the Federa
CGovernnent's jurisdiction as they are under the purview of the respective
State Governnents.

"I amvery happy with Dr Mahathir's statenment." he said.
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