21/ 03/ 1997

McDonnel I *'s plan for aerospace training centre near K. Lunpur

MCDONNELL Dougl as, the world' s | eading producer of mlitary aircraft, is
devel oping a strategic partnership with Mara in setting up an aerospace
training centre near Kual a Lunpur.

Chai rman of the Board of MDonnell Dougl as Corporation John McDonnel
told Bernama at its St Louis, Mssouri, assenbly plant on Wednesday t hat
the training centre, which would offer technical courses in maintenance
and manufacturing of aircraft, would be created with assistance from U ah
State University.

The centre was projected to acconmpdate up to 720 students, and 250
were expected to graduate fromthe centre annually.

He said this to Mal aysi an newsnmen following a roll-out cerenmony where
MDC delivered the first of eight F/A-18D Hornets to the Royal Ml aysian
Air Force.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar received the aircraft on behal f
of the Mal aysi an gover nnent.

Under MDC s industrial participation agreenment with Ml aysia, the
aircraft manufacturer is providing Mal aysia with know how for high-speed
machi ni ng, along with other advanced technol ogies, including rapid
prototypi ng and conposite filanment w nding for nodern aircraft
appl i cations.

McDonnel I, in his speech, recalled Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad's visit to MDC s facilities in St Louis in 1994.

"l can renenber one of the things he said as we were taking himthrough
t he Phantom Wrks (MDC s research and devel opnent | aboratory).

"When he saw a hi gh-speed nmachining centre that scul pts |arge parts of
the aircraft out of billets of alum nium he was quite inpressed,” he
sai d.

He said, and | quote, "I want one of those in our country.

McDonnel | said that while MDC was supplying Hornets to the RVAF
Mal aysi a woul d be suppl yi ng conponents for the conpany's MD-80 and MD- 90
conmercial aircraft.

Mal aysia and MDC were still working out on the kind of conmponents
Mal aysi a coul d produce for the conmercial aircraft, "but they will be
delivered from Mal aysi a soon, " he said.
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