14/ 03/ 1997
MDC finalising Rand D proposal s

Kamar ul Yunus
THE Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp (MDC) is finalising proposals from12
conmpanies interested in participating in research and devel opnent
activities in the Miltinedia Super Corridor (MsC).

MDC executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hrman Yeop Abdul | ah said these
compani es have made a firmstand to participate in research and
devel opnent (R and D) projects, one of the M5C s seven flagship
applications.

The 12 conpani es i nclude N ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Corp, M crosoft,
I BM Sun M crosystens, NCR Corp, DHL Worl dwi de and Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd.

"Their involvenent in Rand Dw |l enable greater collaboration with
ot her conpani es participating in the MSC," he told reporters in Kual a
Lurmpur yesterday after a Price Waterhousing briefing on the MSC for sone
100 chi ef executive officers.

MDC is the corporatised entity entrusted to devel op and pronote the MSC
a 15km by 50km area enconpassi ng Kual a Lunmpur City Centre, the new federa
adm ni strative centre of Putrajaya and the KL International Airport at

Sepang.
O hman said the conpani es have proposed various R and D projects, which
he declined to disclose as they are still at the negotiation stage.

He, however, cited IBM as an exanple, saying that the conpany is
proposing to devel op a research institute on el ectronic governnent at the
MSC.

MDC staff are working hard to support the entry of a | arge nunber of
mul ti medi a-rel at ed conpani es whi ch have shown keen interest to participate
in the MSC, he said.

"W have to work fast al so because Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has directed us to i nplenment the MSC project with urgency.

"We are no nore tal ki ng about the concept (of the MSC) but rather the
i npl ementati on of the MSC, " he said, when asked what transpired during the
MSC | npl ement ati on Council meeting chaired by Dr Mahathir in Langkawi over
t he weekend.

On when the infrastructure at Cyberjaya - a designated cybercity within
the MSC - will be ready, O hman said the first tel ecomuni cations
swi tchboard and fibre optic line will be laid out by April next year.

"Besi des Cyberjaya, other infrastructure will enconpass the just-
compl eted Kual a Lunmpur City Centre, the Technol ogy Park Ml aysia in Bukit
Jalil and the nmultinmedia centre at Universiti Pertani an Ml aysi a.

"The first phase of the Technol ogy Park has been conpl eted and peopl e
are already operating within this park. They can apply for the MSC status
but they nust set up a separate entity as stipul ated under one of the
requi rements to obtain the status," he added.

O hman said Dr Mahathir has directed that the ground-breaki ng cerenpny
of Cyberjaya be expedited. "W are working with four or five conpanies
participating in the ground-breaking of Cyberjaya. That will be finalised
soon," he added.

On the poor participation frominsurance conpanies in the MSC, O hman
said a task force is conducting a study to determ ne the insurance | ega
liability exposure in practices such as tel enedicine.

"W hope the study will be conpleted in June or the follow ng nonth, so
that that the insurance conpani es can participate in the MSC. "
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