01/11/1997

Medi a urged to hel p bring back foreign tourists

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin
Chi k said today the nmedia should do nore to hel p the Governnment convince
foreign tourists that the haze epi sode was over.

He said the tourismindustry was still affected although the situation
in the country was back to normal

"I was told by a hotelier in Langkawi three days ago that the industry
was not doing well. Foreign tourists think the country is still covered in
haze.

"I amnot bl am ng anyone. No doubt, the Press has been hel pi ng us but
they shoul d do nore to ensure the nmessage reaches the target," he told
reporters after presenting a cheque for RM23,692.91 fromUmo to Yayasan
Sar angbangun' s president Edward | blah Lim

Yayasan Sarangbangun is a special foundation set up to hel p orphans and
wi dows of former Moro National Liberation Front fighters in M ndanao,
sout hern Phi |l i ppi nes.

When pointed out that the ministry should play its role by inform ng the
foreign nedia that the situation in Ml aysia was back to nornmal,
Sabbaruddi n said: "W do not expect the foreign nedia |like CNN (Cabl e News
Network) to help us. They will not do it. W have to hel p ourselves."

Asked if the various tourismpronotion boards and the Ml aysi an
enbassi es abroad had been playing their role too, Sabbaruddin said "yes".

He al so said Mal aysia would be doing nore to woo back foreign tourists
at the Wrld Trade Mart in London next nonth.

"Qur tourismis definitely affected by the haze. There had been nany
cancel l ati ons (tour bookings); therefore, we have to do nore."

Sabbaruddi n said the extent of the inpact would only be known when the
mnistry conpiled its annual tourismstatistics.

The report will be out by the middle of next year

On the donation, Sabbaruddin, who is al so Umo secretary-general, said
the noney was collected fromdel egates at |ast nmonth's Umo general
assenbl y.

Umo president and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad had
asked party permanent chairman Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam Shah to | aunch the
donation drive during the assenbly.

It followed an appeal fromthe foundation's representative in Ml aysi a,
Ali Mamat, a Bernama news editor, to Dr Mahathir.

The foundati on based i n Zanboanga G ty, M ndanao, was founded by Edward
in 1987 to hel p orphans and wi dows of M\LF fighters killed in the 28-year
arnmed conflict between the MNLF and Phili ppi ne governnent troops.

The conflict ended with the signing of the peace agreenent between the
MNLF and t he Philippine governnent |ast year.

Edward said there were currently 50,000 orphans and 10, 000 wi dows in
sout h M ndanao.

He said the foundation organised |Islamc and Arabic classes for sone 200
or phans and provided | oans to widows to help themstart small busi nesses.
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