29/ 09/ 1997

Meeting on Trans-Asia Railway begi ns today

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - A two-day neeting on the Trans-Asia Railway project
will begin here tonorrow ai med at securing acceptance of an inception
report of the Mal aysi an-coordi nated proj ect.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who will chair the
meeting, said today the neeting was al so to "get understandi ng" on Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s call to finish one route of the
railway while various reports on the project were being prepared.

Mal aysi a i s spearheadi ng the Trans-Asia Railway project |inking
Si ngapore to Kunm ng in Sout hern China.

"The neeting is to get acceptance of the inception report of the first
phase of the specialist consultant study. The report will have information
of the railways of the countries involved in the project."

He was speaking after hosting a | uncheon for 30 North Korean children
who are here to raise funds for famne relief there through four choir
per f or mances.

Dr Ling said interimand final reports would be done and the fina
report would be ready next April.
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