29/ 05/ 1997
Megat Junid made a M nister (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Ranml an Sai d; Tengku Sari ffudin

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - After 11 years as Deputy Honme M nister, Datuk Seri
Megat Junid Megat Ayob was today naned Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs
M ni st er, succeedi ng Sel angor Menteri Besar-designate Datuk Abu Hassan
Omar .

Megat Junid, one of the | ongest serving Deputy Mnisters, will be
repl aced by Deputy Housing and Local CGovernnent M nister Datuk Taj ol Rosli
Ghazal i .

Repl acing Tajol Rosli will be Parlianentary Secretary in the Prine
M ni ster's Departrment Datuk Azmi Khalid who has been pronot ed.

The post left by Azm will be vacant for now.

The minor reshuffle in the Governnent |ine-up was nade by acting Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimat a packed Press conference in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Anwar said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, who is now on
a two-month | eave, agreed that he (Anwar) nade the announcenent.

This is the first tine a change in the Cabi net was announced by a Deputy
Prime Mnister.

Megat Junid, Tajol Rosli and Azmi's appointnments will be effective
Sat urday when they are sworn in before the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar at |stana Negar a.

Asked whet her nore changes to the Cabinet could be expected in the near
future, Anwar said: "New appointnments or changes (in the Government |ine-
up) is the prerogative of the Prime Mnister.

"There will be changes fromtinme to time because of resignations or for
other reasons. | don't think this is a matter for others to worry."

Abu Hassan resigned as MP for Kual a Sel angor and Donestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Mnister on May 2 in a direct swap of seats with
Per mat ang St at e Assenbl yman Dat uk Jamal uddi n Adnan to enable the former to
be appoi nted Menteri Besar.

Megat Junid, 55, was instrunmental in the various changes in the Hone
M nistry, nost of which ainmed at tackling the dadah problemand the entry
of illegal inmgrants which threatened national security.

He was appoi nted special assistant to Dr Mahathir in 1975 when the
| atter was Education M nister and was made political secretary when Dr
Mahat hir becane Deputy Prime Mnister a year |ater.

He remained as political secretary to Dr Mahathir when he became Prine
M nister in 1981.

A Universiti Ml aya graduate, Megat Junid was born in Tel uk Intan,
Perak, on Dec 8, 1942, to a rubber tapper and started working as a
t eacher.

But his interest in politics started even during his days in canmpus, he
was actively involved in the Malay students' association. He joined Umo
in 1972.

Megat Junid was elected MP for Hilir Perak in the 1982 general election
and based on the guidelines provided by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Meanwhi | e, four urine test nachi nes have been installed at the Ml aysi a-
Thai border checkpoi nts of Padang Besar, Bukit Kayu H tam Rantau Panj ang
and Pengkal an Kubur to detect dadah addicts.

Megat Junid said the machi nes woul d be used to prevent addicts from
entering the country as they could produce results about three m nutes



after the tests were conduct ed.

"W have begun using the machines to carry out randomtests on
Mal aysi ans usi ng the Padang Besar, Bukit Kayu Hi tam and Pengkal an Kubur
checkpoints, while at Rantau Panj ang, we have been carrying out tests on
foreigners.

"If the urine tests conducted on foreigners turn out to be positive, the
I mm gration Departnment officers will deny thementry."
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