29/ 05/ 1997

Megat Junid: |'mdazed but ready for new chal |l enge

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - In a state of slight daze, Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob today described his appoi ntnent as Domestic Trade and Consurmer
Affairs Mnister as a reflection of the Prime Mnister's confidence in
hi m

The appoi ntrent, he said, would be a new experience and chal | enge.

"I amslightly dazed, having been a security man for 11 years,"” he told
reporters at his Hone Mnistry office. "The approach is different and
will have to learn fromthe bottomlike | did when | first joined the Home
Mnistry."

"I will decide on nmy plans for the Mnistry after | ambriefed by the
officers."

Megat Junid said al though he was only infornmed by acting Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mon Monday, he got wi nd of the appointnent from Dr
Mahat hir before the latter left for London for the Miltinedia Super
Corridor roadshow.

"The Prime Mnister just gave ne a snmle at the airport. | know that
smle ...when he sniles like that, | know sonething is comng," he
qui pped. "I know himtoo well."

Megat Junid said his successor, Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali, who wll

| eave his post as Deputy Housing and Local Governnent Mnister, will be a
capabl e repl acenent to especially deal with problens of dadah abuse and
illegal imrgrants.

Megat Junid will relinquishg his position as chairnman of the Nationa
Dadah Council, chairman of the support and services conmittee for the 1998
Commonweal t h Games, and nenber of the Cabinet Cormittees on Social Ills
and Forei gn Labour.

These appoi ntnents were nade by virtue of himbeing the Deputy Hone
M ni ster.

However, he said he was requested by Anwar to renmain as Permadam chai r nan
for the time being, as this was an appoi ntnent nade by the Prime M nister.

On his feelings about |eaving the Hone M nistry, Megat Junid admtted to
havi ng nmi xed feel i ngs.

"I will leave the Mnistry | amreally famliar with," he said. "I know
a | ot of people in the various agencies."

When pointed out that he was one of the nost senior Deputy Mnisters and
was in line for a pronotion, Megat Junid said the job was nore inportant
t han the post.

"What is inportant is whether we can do the job effectively or not," he
sai d.

Hi s greatest satisfaction while serving as Deputy Home M nister?

"I npl ementi ng various neasures to conbat the probl ens of dadah and
illegal immgrants,"” he said.

Thi s included upgradi ng the status of dadah prevention and
rehabilitation division to an agency headed by a Commi ssi oner of Police,
establ i shnment of Pengasi h - an association of forner addicts - and to
enhance unity in Pemadam

It al so included establishing co-operation with the Indonesian
Governnent to send back illegal inmgrants.

Meanwhi | e, Tajol described his appointnent as Deputy Hone M nister as an
honour .

"I amtouched that | have been chosen to undertake the heavy



responsibilities as Deputy Home M nister,” he told reporters at his
of fice.

Only informed of his appointnment this norning, Tajol Rosli said he would
see Anwar soon to di scuss his new appoi nt nment.

"As | amstill newin this Mnistry. | will seek guidance from Megat
Junid on matters concerning the Mnistry. | will concentrate on continui ng
the policies introduced by Megat Junid.”

Taj ol Rosli also thankedhis M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh for giving
himthe trust to carry out his responsibilities as Deputy M nister.

Azm Khalid, parlianentary secretary in the Prime Mnister's Departnent,
who will succeed Tajol, said he was surprised and touched by the
appoi nt ment .

"It is an honour for Perlis,” he said.

Thanki ng Dr Mahathir, he pledged to live up to the expectations of the
| eader shi p.

Azm is in fact famliar with the housing industry, having served as
deputy general manager of Sel angor State Devel opnent Corporation (PKNS)
bet ween 1966 and 1978.
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