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Mahat hi r - St andar di sati on
MENTERI S BESAR AGREE ON FOCUS OF STANDARDI SED | MPLEMENTATI ON OF | SLAM C LAWS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Aug 2 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today the nmenteris besar have agreed that the proposal to standardise the
i mpl ementation of Islamic laws in all states should focus on the crimnal
aspects.

The prime minister said they wanted to ensure that the standardisation
did not focus only on matters |i ke dressing.

"The MBs are very supportive (of the standardi sati on nove), they see
the probl em

"They would like to ensure that the focus is on people who rape their
childen and ot her people, those who beat their w ves, take drugs rather
than focusing on people's dresses," he told reporters after visiting the
RMBOO million Ml aysian International Exhibition and Show Room (Mnes) in
Sungai Besi, here.

Dr Mahathir was asked about his meeting with the nenteris besar to
i nform them of the agreenent of the Malay rulers, except for the Sultan of
Kedah, with the federal governnent's proposal to standardi se the
i npl enentation of Islamic laws for all states.

The decision was nmade at the Conference of Rulers neeting on Thursday.

Dr Mahathir said that often the state religious officers and certain
people "hid behind the rulers" in matters relating to religion.

"They say this is under the rulers' jurisdiction and not the
adm nistration's...in the state religious department too they say religious
of ficers have nothing to do with the governnent,” Dr Mhathir said

He said the other matters discussed with the nenteris besar included
the abuse of the Friday sernobns by certain parties for political purposes
whi ch were not in keeping with Islamc teachings.

The issue of standardising the inplenentation of the Islamc | aws which
differ fromstate to state arose after the Selangor Religious Council took
three Muslim wonen to court for taking part in a beauty contest |ast nonth.

On the currect haze over the country, which is believed to have been
caused by forest fires in Sumatra and Borneo, Dr Mhathir said Ml aysia
wanted to cooperate with Indonesia to overcone the problem

He said Malaysia was prepared to neet part of the cost of putting out
the fires.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said in his speech that WMl aysians had proven tine
and again that they were capable of developing "nmega projects" well.

"A lot of people are very sceptical about Ml aysia's ability to build
so-call ed nega projects but we have denonstrated again and again that in
Mal aysi a, we can," he said.

Dr Mahathir said these sceptics should "reconsider their scepticisni.
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