03 AUG 1997
M C- Resol uti ons
M C DELEGATES CALL FOR PROPER RESETTLEMENT FOR ESTATE WORKERS

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Delegates to the 51st M C genera
assenbly here today adopted 11 resolutions, anong them urging the state
governments not to approve the change of ownership and conversion of estate
[ ands without ensuring proper resettlenent and fair conpensation for the
wor kers.

The resolution called on the state governments to ensure that the
af fected workers were resettled properly in | owcost houses, paid fair
conpensation and gratuity and to relocate affected H ndu tenples and Tamil
school s.

"The Human Resources Mnistry and state governments nust al so ensure
that plantation owners do not resort to inhuman tactics such as
di sconnection of water and electricity supplies,” they said.

More than 1,300 del egates attended the two-day assenbly which was
opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre here yesterday.

The delegates also called for the speedy inplenentation of the decision
by the Rural Devel opment Mnistry to be the |ead agency for the provision
of basic anenities in estates of |ess than 400 hectares

On the depressed state of health facilities in the plantation sector,
they urged the government to provide better health facilities simlar to
that provided in government hospitals and health clinics, by taking over
the estate hospitals and clinics.

On social issues, while expressing deep concern over the problem the
del egates urged all MC divisions and branches to be fully commtted to
i npl enenting preventive and rehabilitation programmes.

On religion, they expressed concern over the increased usage of
distorted pictures of H ndu deities on various consuner itens |ike conpact
di scs and video casettes and urged the governnent to extend the scope of a
proposed legislation to cover acts which smear the Hi ndu religion.

In a |lengthy debate on education, the delegates said that the mgjority
of Tami| schools mght not neet the mininmumrequirnments to be classified as
smart schools as they |acked physical facilities and manpower and urged the
Education Mnistry to take steps to rectify the situation.

Touchi ng on the governnment's nove to |aunch a National Action Plan
(Pintas) to conbat social ills, the del egates welconed the step taken by
the National Unity and Social Devel opnment Mnistry to publish training
nodul es on family development in the Tami| Language
- - BERNAMA



	MIC DELEGATES CALL FOR PROPER RESETTLEMENT FOR ESTATE WORKERS (Bernama 03/08/1997)

