07/ 02/ 1997
Mlitary cadets, recruits to get higher allowance

Hani zah Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The CGovernnent has approved new al | owances for
mlitary cadets and recruits in an effort to attract nore youths to serve
in the arned forces.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar said the new al |l owances for the
recruits were nade to bring it inline with provisions in the New
Remuner ati on System

"The CGovernment has agreed that the allowance for first-year cadets be
i ncreased fromthe current RMA70 to RMr51.

"Fromthe second year on, the allowance will be increased fromRW75 to
RMBO6. 50. "

The new al | owance for recruits will be RWA07.50 from RML50 previously.

The new rates take effect fromFeb 1.

However, Syed Hanmid said the allowances for Sabah and Sarawak woul d
remai n unchanged until a study on the matter was finali sed.

It had been recently reported that the arned forces faced a shortage of
recruits in recent years.

There are now 120, 000 nen and worren serving in the military.

Syed Hani d was speaking at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah I nternational
Airport upon his return froma three-day visit to Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

Syed Hanid said the adjustnents were necessary to streanmine the
exi sting paynment schedule and was an attenpt to make the mlitary nore
attractive.

On the proposal by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
i ntroduce national service, Syed Hamid said it would instil a sense of
patrioti smand discipline anbng yout hs.

Nati onal service should not be discounted if it could help overcone
soci al problenms faced by society as a result of devel opnment and economic
growth in the country, he said.

I n Bosni a- Her zegovi na, Syed Ham d handed over 1,500 boxes of Hari Raya
food packages to the Ml aysi an contigent of 111 soldiers serving in
Croati a and Bosnia under the Stabilisation Forces.

The Mal aysi an del egation of 12 arned forces officers, three police
officers and 14 Press nmenbers visited troops stationed at Split, Livno,
G anoc, Kupres and Saraj evo.

Syed Ham d al so net Bosni an President Alija |zetbegovic, Bosnian Prine
M ni st er Exdham Bi cakci ci and co-chairman of the Council of Mnisters Dr
Haris Sil ajdzic.

Al so present at the airport were Arned Forces Chief Jen Tan Sri | snmi
Orar, Army Chief Jen Datuk Seri Che Md Noor Mat Arshad and Def ence
M ni stry secretary-general Datuk Azi zan Hashi m
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