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M nos pronoting use of mcroelectronics to SMs

SMALL and nedi um scal e industries, especially those that are technol ogy-
shy shoul d give a | ook-see to the Mcroel ectronics in Business (M B)
conference and senminar to be held at the Technol ogy Park Mal aysi a on
Novemnber 19.

The event, jointly organi sed by Mal aysian Institute of M croelectronics
Systenms (M nps) Bhd and UK s Department of Trade and Industry will feature
some 60 British conmpanies dealing in mcroelectronics, |ooking to form
joint ventures or transfer their technol ogy to Ml aysi an conpani es.

These conpani es supply parts, tools and conputer ai ded design software.

M nos' industrial sector vice president Wan Mohd Sal | eh said the event
is afollowup to the Prime Mnister's presentation of the Miltinedia
Super Corridor in the UK

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had invited British conpanies to cone to
Mal aysia for transfer of technol ogy.

Wan said this is part of Mnps' efforts to encourage Ml aysi an conpani es
to make use of microel ectronics to enhance their respective busi nesses.

He said MB is targetted at chief executive offices and other decision
makers. "They do not have to understand the nuts and bolts of the
technol ogy, just the inplications.

"What we're going to showthemis how easy it is to take advantage of
m croel ectronics," he said.

He added that the small conpani es need not fear overcomrtting
t hensel ves and investing in technol ogy that they have no conception of how
to use and Mnos is willing to gently guide themal ong the way,
fam liarising themw th the equi prnent.

Wan said Mnos actually allows conpanies to use its equi pnent,
fam liarising thenmselves with the technol ogy to see how t he technol ogy can
be used to generate good returns.

He recounted one i nstance of a conmpany in Shah Alam Board Buil ders, who
wanted to go into printed circuit board manufacturing, but had nothing to
start out wth.

"W introduced themto the technol ogy. They didn't even know what a PCB
is. Nowthey have three plants, one in PCB assenbly, one in PCB
fabrication and another in research and are doing very well," he said.

He chi ded technol ogy-shy conpanies to conme forward and be willing to
|l earn and commit thensel ves, adding that the currency crisis may be a
bl essing in disguise as it is forcing | ocal conpanies to dig deeper into
t hensel ves and | ook at what they are capabl e of producing.

Meanwhi | e, M nbs Bhd has signed a 60-year | ease agreenent with Kulim
Technol ogy Park Corp Sdn Bhd (KTPC) to establish a branch office at that
park, to cater to the needs of targetted industries in the northern
region.

M nos, which signed the agreenent with KTPC at its headquarters in Bukit
Jalil yesterday, will be investing some RML8 million in its equi pnent and
building in the research and devel opnent area on a 2hasite.

Mnos will be pronpbting its products and services, assisting small and
medi um scal e i ndustries through product design and devel oprnent, provide
techni cal support and offer technical facilities to its custonmers and act
as a catalyst for the devel opment of |ocal hi-tech enterprises especially
in mcroelectronics and the related industries.

Kul i m Hi gh Tech Park, a high tech industrial park project is nowinto



its second hase of devel opnent. Presently, sone 132.8ha of the total
sal eabl e industrial land in Industrial Zone Phase 1 has been | eased to 23
conpani es.

Some 19 conpani es signed the | ease agreement while the other four
conmpani es are expected to conclude the agreement within 1998.

The devel opnent of the second phase began in June this year. There is
226. 17ha of land to be devel oped with sone 141. 75ha of total saleable
area. It is expected to be fully devel oped by the end of next year.
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