22/ 02/ 1997
M ni mal hi ghl and devel opnent (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Sarban Si ngh; Hayati Hayatudin

GENTI NG H GHLANDS, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
today told environmental pressure groups not to adopt a fanatical approach
on the devel opment of the country's highl ands.

Dr Mahathir said it was the right of every Malaysian to tap the
potential of the highlands and to enjoy the tenperate clinmate and scenic
Vi ews.

In this regard, the Prime Mnister added that the Governnent woul d al |l ow
m ni mal devel opnent at the highl ands.

Dr Mahat hir said the proposed hi ghway |inking Genting H ghl ands,
Fraser's Hi |l and Canmeron Hi ghl ands woul d be built to allow Ml aysians to
enjoy their tenperate climte and scenic surroundings but it would be done
with mnimal danage to the environnent.

He said the Government woul d have to all ow devel opments in the highlands
so that all Ml aysi ans, whether young or old, would be able to reach the
pl aces.

"W don't want to be nerely told that there are places in Malaysia with
such tenperate climate and natural beauty when we can actually enjoy al
t hese t hi ngs.

"It's like telling a child that ice creamis delicious, but he cannot
taste it ... it can be frustrating."

The Prime M nister said Mal aysi ans who could not afford to visit
countries with cool climates including those in Europe, could enjoy the
same climate in the Ml aysian hi ghl ands.

"The Governnment believes that we should enjoy what our own nature
provi des," he sai d when speaking at the |launching of the world' s fastest
mono cabl e car system "The Genting Skyway" which |inks Gohtong Jaya to
H ghl ands Hotel, Resorts Wrld Berhad's newest hotel situated 2,000 netres
above sea-| evel

Al so present were the Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohd Ali, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhammad Khal il Yaakob, Resorts
Worl d Bhd chairman Tan Sri Li m Goh Tong, several Mnisters and Deputy
M ni sters.

Dr Mahat hir said al though not all non-governnental organisations were
total ly agai nst devel opnent, there were those who adopted a fanatica
st and.

He sai d the highlands nmust be devel oped because very few people coul d
clinmb the terrains, adding that those who were old and unable (to clinb)
woul d have to use roads or other facilities that were built so that the
hi ghl ands woul d be nore accessi bl e.

The Prime Mnister said to build cable car systens and roads, there was
a need to cut at least a fewhills and trees.

"This is a sacrifice, but a worthwhile sacrifice. W should not cut down
the trees and hills conpletely. W nust minimse cutting," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was the Government's intention to build a hi ghway
Iinking the three highlands on the Main Range so that these places could
be easily reached by people who seek a tenperate climate and nature for
t heir holidays.

"W will do it (the highway) wi th m ni rum danmage."

However, Dr Mahathir said there were those, especially some NGOs, who
were totally agai nst such devel oprent .

The Prime M nister likened this to having noney but not being able to



spend it.

"I hope those of us who are concerned about the environnent would take a
bal anced stand and not a fanatical approach. Sone are so extreme that we
can't even chop vegetation for food."

Dr Mahathir said NGOs should practi se what they preached, adding that
there were those who spoke strongly about the danger of choppi ng down
trees, but they thenselves did the same when it cane to building their own
horres.

"In order to preserve the forests, are we supposed to live on trees?" he
asked.

"I (would) like to see soneone who has not chopped a single tree in his
entire life," he said.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah then took a ride on the cable car to the
Hi ghl ands Hot el

Later, the Prine M nister witnessed the signing ceremony to mark the
handi ng over of the responsibilities of the Resorts Wrld Bhd's fire and
rescue services to the Government.

RWB al so pl edged to hand over two fire engines worth RMB nillion to the
Gover nnent .

Dr Mahat hir then opened the 888-room H ghl ands Hotel, the | atest
addition to the chain of hotels at the highl ands.
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