06/ 01/ 1997
M nimsing | oss in event of natural disaster

Est her Tan

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - The Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment Mnistry
will recomrend to the Cabinet several nmeasures to be taken to mnim se

|l oss of lives and properties in the event of a natural disaster caused by
i ncl enent weat her.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
today the reconmmendations, which will include the upgrading the
Met eor ol ogi cal Services Departnent's capability, would be included in a
report to be submtted to the Cabi net on Wednesday.

He said the report, conpiled by the departnent, concerned the chain of
weat her-rel ated events which led to the Keni ngau stormdi saster on Dec 26.
The tragedy |l eft 193 people dead and t housands honel ess when tropica

storm G eg hit Keningau and sonme other parts of Sabah.

"The recomendati ons we are proposi ng cannot prevent an occurrence (of
the storm but they can nminimse |loss of lives and properties," he told
reporters after launching Larian Hijau '97 at 1 Utanma shoppi ng conpl ex
t oday.

The annual run, to be held on March 9, is jointly organised by the
mnistry, The New Straits Tinmes Press (M Bhd and the Petal i ng Jaya
Muni ci pal Council with the co-operation of the Federal Territory and
Sel angor Amat eur At hl etics Associ ati ons.

On the upgradi ng of the Meteorol ogi cal Services Departnent, Law said the
m nistry was thinking along the line of increasing the departnent's
expertise, manpower and equi pnent.

"If the Cabinet agrees that the departnent needs to be upgraded, then we
will work out the details."

The report will be submitted by Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Depart nment Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha as Law will be attending the
Asean Environnent Mnister's neeting in Phuket from Tuesday to Thursday.

Abang Abu Bakar will be the acting Science, Technol ogy and Environnent
M ni ster.

On the call for an early warning system Law said the departnent had
been asked to work out the funds needed to upgrade its forecasting
capability besides studying the type of systemthe country coul d adopt.

The departnment is working with other rel ated agencies, including the
Nati onal Disaster Relief Commttee, the Cvil Defence Departnent, and the
Speci al Mal aysi an Di saster Assistance and Rescue Team

"They are to cone up with a proposal on the best systemwe coul d adopt
for the whole country," said Law.

He al so wel comed Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad' s
directive to State Governments to ensure enployers prohibited their
wor kers from bui | di ng houses al ong river banks.

Law said the directive should be enforced especially in flood-prone
ar eas.

On the fee issue for the Bukit Nanas integrated schedul ed waste
treatnent plant, Law said the Departnment of Environnent had prepared a new
proposal after neeting with Kualiti A am Sdn Bhd and its potenti al
clients.

The DCE had three neetings each with Kualiti Alamand the industries on
the matter. Both parties have given their co-operation, making it possible
for DOE to prepare a new proposal

The proposal will be circulated anong the rel ated agenci es such as the



International Trade and | ndustry Mnistry, the Econom ¢ Pl anning Unit and
the Treasury for feedback.
Law sai d he would then submit the revised proposal to the Cabinet for
approval .
( END)
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