16 SEP 1997

M Nl MUM SET OF REGULATI ONS GOOD ENOUGH FOR MsC, SAYS | T RESEARCHER

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 16 (Bernama) -- Only a mininmum set of regulations is
necessary for the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) to allow for a nore open
and free growh of the private sector participating in it, an IT researcher
told a dial ogue session here today.

Principal of Asia Network Research Sdn Bhd, |zum Aizu, said too many
regulations will only hanper the growh of the technol ogy conpanies
operating in the MsC.

"In fact, a deregulation nmay be needed in tine to cone to nmake the | aws
suitable for any new technol ogies energing in the MSC', he told a dial ogue
session on "From Vision To Reality -- An Update On the Progress of the MsC
at the 2nd Multimedia Asia " 97 Conference and Exhi bition.

He said technologies are growing so fast that it is inpossible for any
i ndi vidual or conpany to predict what wll happen in the next five years.

Against this scenario and with a stiffer business conpetition ahead,
technol ogy conpanies in the MSC will have to operate in a nore friendly
environnent in order to come up with good and efficient results, he added.

"For ne, policies and regulations in the MSC are only nmeant to give
equal treatnent to the operating conpani es", he said.

However, he said, he is confident that the MSC s cyberl aw bei ng enacted
will the best and nost applicable for the type of designated IT devel oprment
in the MSC.

"More so, the MSC cyberlaw is of the same standard as cyberl aws
governing I T centres overseas," he added.

| zumi also said that too much planning in the MSC will probably lead to
an environnent where conpanies will not operate and conpete with each other
in a healthy way.

"G ve the conpanies nore roomto discuss and decide what will be best
for thenf, he said, adding that this will help to ensure a nore healthy
flow of investnent in or out of the MSC

The four-day multimedia conference and exhibition was opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad.

It showcases sone of the world' s best mnultinedia solutions for
benchmar ki ng and application and has attracted sone 118 |ocal and
i nternational exhibitors.
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