10/ 01/ 1997
M ni sters to hel p boost econony (HL)

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Al Mnisters have been given special tasks to boost
the country's econonic situation this year, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

He said sone of the tasks were new progranmes whil e sonme were
conti nuation of existing programres.

The Prime M nister also wants the State Governnents to take the sane
st eps.

At State-level, Dr Mahathir wants the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters
to outline specific duties for the Exco nenbers in order to boost the
State's econonic growt h.

He said the programmes would hel p increase the country's trade, reduce
deficit and bal ance of paynent and control inflation.

The Prime M nister was speaking to reporters after addressing a
gathering attended by Bari san Nasi onal | eaders and nenbers at the Menteri
Besar's official residence in Mental oon.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said the new tasks were given to the
M ni sters at yesterday's Cabi net neeti ng.

"W have listed out the duties which should be carried out by the
M ni sters to i nprove the Ml aysi an econony.

"l have told the Mnisters not to publicise what we are planning to do

but | have listed out several (programes) which we believe will inprove
t he Mal aysi an econony.
"I't will increase our trade and export, reduce deficit and bal ance of

paynment and control inflation.

"W al so believe that we will achieve greater success in 1997 or at
least it will be at par with | ast year's achievenent... there is no need
to el aborate,” he told reporters | ater

Asked why there was a need for new neasures and whet her the existing
measures were insufficient, Dr Mahathir said it was to speed up the
country's economi c grow h.

"W have a slight problemw th our bal ance of paynents. W want to see
Mal aysi ans enjoyi ng a hi gher per capita i ncone and purchasi ng power
t hrough the control of inflation.

"We al so want to see Mal aysi ans becom ng nore prosperous,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said he would discuss with the Menteris Besar and Chi ef
M nisters on the tasks at the Umo suprenme council mneeting on Saturday.

The Ml aysi an Busi ness Council neeting in January |ast year had
di scussed strategies to resolve the country's deficit paynments through
i ncreased exports and ways to enhance industrial devel opnent. The neeting,
whi ch was chaired by Dr Mahathir, was attended by Mnisters and Menteris
Besar apart from Government officials and corporate figures.

On the appoi ntnent of members of the international advisory panel for
the Multi medi a Super Corridor, the Prinme Mnister said the Governnent had
invited many chi ef executives fromwell known international conpanies |ike
M crosoft, Mcrosystemand Acer to be nenbers of the panel.

He said he woul d be neeting 22 of the 26 chief executives during his
visit to the US next week.

"The list of nenbers of the panel will be announced after the neeting,"
he added.

On the penalty for those who failed to renew their identity cards after
the Dec 31 deadline, Dr Mahathir said the Cabi net had deci ded on the



matter and an announcement woul d be nade soon.

On the National Union of Teaching Profession's objection to the single-
sessi on school, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had al ways enphasi sed
students' educati on.

"However sone quarters feel by doing this we are ignoring their
i nterests.

"W have to deci de whether we want to set our priority for the students
or the union.

"On the other hand, we have found that many teachers agree with the
i dea, only NUTP i s objecting."

(END)
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