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M ni sters to becone tree-growers (HL)

Jeffrey Ramayah; Esther Tan; Leong Shen-|
KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Mnisters will |ead by exanple and turn tree-growers
in a nmve to give the national greening campai gn a boost.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who gave the order at the
weekl y Cabi net neeting today, wanted every Mal aysian to plant a tree or
two annually in their conpounds or el sewhere.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
after his mnistry's post-Cabinet neeting that Dr Mahathir al so wanted al
gover nment agenci es and State Governnments to be told about the inportance
of having nore trees.

In the spirit of the canpai gn, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu
al so pledged that 72 trees along one stretch of the RML. 2 billion hi ghway
fromthe city centre to Putrajaya and the Kual a Lunmpur |nternationa
Airport in Sepang would not be destroyed but replanted in other parts of
the city.

Law said Dr Mahathir spoke at |ength about the inportance of conserving
and planting trees during the Cabi net neeting.

"He took a serious view of the matter and felt that trees should not be
cut unnecessarily," Law said.

"Dr Mahathir said the Cabi net nenbers should take the lead in this. It
i s | eadershi p by exanple."

In the case of decorative plants, the Prine Mnister said nore research
shoul d be conducted on ways to nmake themflower faster.

"Instead of just tissue-culture, it was felt that studies should al so be
conducted nore on how to perpetuate tree growt h.

"W should al so | ook at growi ng nore col ourful and beautiful trees. This
isinline with the greening of the country canpaign,” he said.

Law sai d the Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnment Mnistry would co-
ordinate the research and devel opnent activities while the Forest Research
Institute of Malaysia was expected to be the nmain agency.

He said the mnistry would utilise its existing funds to finance the R&D
activities.

On Monday, Dr Mahathir launched the national tree-planting canpaign
jointly organi sed by the Housing and Local CGovernnent Mnistry and | oca
aut horities.

The CGovernment hopes to plant three mllion trees by the year 2000 and
20 mllion trees by 2020.

The canpai gn seeks to conbi ne present efforts to nmake Mal aysia a "Garden
Nati on" with other tree-planting programres such as the one nmanaged by the
Mal aysi an Nature Society.

When | aunchi ng the canpaign, Dr Mahathir had urged all local authorities
to nmake | andscapi ng nandatory in all devel opment projects.

He al so urged themto take | andscapi ng seriously and cone up with the
necessary | egi sl ation.

State and |l ocal authorities were al so asked to have reserve | and for
| andscapi ng purposes on roadsi des. Peopl e owni ng vacant | and near roads
and rivers were urged to plant trees on it.

Sany Vellu's pledge on the 72 trees was nade after he announced that the
Cabi net had approved the proposed revised routes for the RML.2 billion
dedi cat ed hi ghway whi ch woul d provide a direct |ink between Kual a Lunpur
and new adm ni stration centre in Putrajaya and the Kual a Lunpur
International Airport in Sepang.



Speaking to reporters after his mnistry's post-Cabinet briefing, he
said originally the consortium of conpani es undertaki ng the project,
Konsortium Lapangan Terjaya Sdn Bhd, had proposed that the link to the
dedi cat ed hi ghway shoul d connect Kanpung Pandan to Putrajaya and Sepang.

"But the Cabinet decided that the dedicated hi ghway shoul d i ncl ude Jal an
Tun Razak, Kanmpung Pandan, Jal an Cheras, Jal an Kuchai Lama, Sal ak Sout h
and Bukit Jalil," he said.

Samy Vel lu said the Ml aysi an Hi ghway Authority and the project
consultants identified 72 trees that woul d have to make way for the
project to take pl ace.

"My Mnistry then consulted the Forest Research Institute of Ml aysia
whi ch assured us that the trees could be replanted.”

He sai d the Cabinet al so decided that the consortium undertaking the
project must maintain the 72 trees even after they were replanted in other
ar eas.

He said the replanting process would take about three nonths as the
consortiumwoul d have to identify areas where the trees could be
repl ant ed.

Sany Vel lu said the dedi cated highway would limt interchanges within
Kual a Lunpur, Putrajaya and the new airport reducing the risk of traffic
del ays and providi ng guaranteed journey tines between the three centres.

He said the Cabinet decided that consortiumshould start work within six
mont hs from now and the project shoul d be conpleted within 30 nonths.

In a rel ated devel opnent, Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk
Ti ng Chew Peh said his mnistry would i ssue directives to State
governnents, local authorities and government agencies prohibiting them
fromfelling trees indiscrimnately.

He said the Governnment decided the directive was necessary as there were
a nunber of | ocal governnment authorities and agencies such as the Public
Wor ks Department which felled trees while carrying out their operations.

"Under the Town and Country Pl anning Act 1976, these authorities and
agencies are only allowed to relocate trees and not fell them" he told
reporters at his Mnistry after the weekly post-cabi net neeting.

Furthernore, he said since the Governnent has | aunched a nati onal
greeni ng canpai gn, all Governnment bodi es shoul d show a good exanpl e by not
cutting down trees.

When asked what action woul d be taken agai nst agenci es whi ch conti nued
to fell trees after receiving the directives, Ting said appropriate action
woul d be taken agai nst those responsi bl e although the matter was not
di scussed during the Cabi net neeting.

(END)



	Ministers to become tree-growers (HL) (NST 06/03/1997)

