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M Nl STRIES TO WORK HAND- | N- GLOVE TO TACKLE FOOD PRI CE HI KES

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 25 (Bernamm) -- The Agriculture Mnistry will work
hand-in-glove with the Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry to
tackl e price hikes on food itens, Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai ran Daud said
t oday.

He said any price increase for food itenms would only be allowed after a
careful study taking into account the consumers'interests.

" W will consider the inpact of a price hike on consuners before
maki ng a decision,” he told reporters after opening the 24th annual general
neeting of the National Farnmers' O ganisation here.

In this regard, requests from padi farnmers to increase the price of
padi woul d studied carefully so as not to burden consuners.

Dr Sulaiman also said he wanted to see increased participation of the
private sector to work along with the governnent to increase food output in
line with the governnment's police to reduce the RVMB billion bill in annual
food inports.

Commenting on the dissatisfaction expressed by certain groups on the
mnistry's role to deal with the high food inport bill, he said planning by
the agencies under his mnistry to boost food production took sonme tinme to
show results as " we cannot expect change overnight."

In his speech, Dr Sulaimn said he wanted to see expansion of vegetable
and fruit cultivated areas as well as increased |livestock breeding and food
processing activities to trimthe inport bill.

He said efforts to cut inports depended very nuch on the marketing
mechani sm of | ocal agriculture produce.

In this context, he said, his mnistry had asked the Farners'
Organisation Authority to help the National Farnmers' Association to
establish an effective marketi ng network nationw de.

On the call by the Federation of Ml aysian Consuner Associ ations
(Fonta) that the ministry be renamed as Food and Agriculture Mnistry, he
said the proposal had its nerit but the decision for a name-change lies
with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

- - BERNAMA

VH TS



	MINISTRIES TO WORK HAND-IN-GLOVE TO TACKLE FOOD PRICE HIKES (Bernama 25/11/1997)

