17/ 11/ 1997

M nistry may open nmedi a canmpaign in Wst to correct distortions

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sun. - The Information Mnistry may buy space i n newspapers
and air tine on television to correct distortions about Malaysia in
Western nedi a, Deputy M nister Datuk Sul ei man Mohamed sai d t oday.

"We will buy advertising space and television air tine in the United
States and Europe if the Cabinet gives its approval," he said.

The ministry was considering the nove because it was al nbst inpossible
to get Western newspapers and television stations to allow Malaysia to
give a true account of the situation for free, he told reporters after
openi ng a nedi cal canmp here

Sul ei man said this when asked to comment on the views of certain people
including New Straits Tines group editor Datuk A Kadir Jasin that the
Information Mnistry should al so be involved in providing information
about Mal aysi a abroad.

He said the mnistry wanted to give the true picture of Malaysia's
policies, especially Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
actions in dealing with the currency problem

Many countries that were also affected by attacks on their currencies by
specul ators agreed with the statenents nade by Dr Mahathir which they were
not bol d enough to say so thensel ves, said Sul ei nan

As a result, he added, it was Dr Mahathir and Ml aysi a who becane the
traget of the foreign nedia.

Kadir told a TV3 interview that instead of keeping silent, the
Gover nnent shoul d respond to the erroneous and bi ased foreign nmedi a
reports about the country, although not likely to be entertained.

He al so said that the | ocal newspapers were willing to highlight such
replies that are not entertained by the foreign nmedia.
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