04 OCT 1997

M NI STRY MONI TORI NG REPORTS FI LED BY FOREI GN MEDI A

JOHOR BAHARU, Cct 4 (Bernanmm) -- Information Mnister Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat said today his ministry is nonitoring reports filed by western nedia
operating in Malaysia amdst attenpts to tarnish the imge of the country's
| eaders.

He said western nedia should not discredit Ml aysia especially Prinme
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad through irresponsible reporting

He said the views expressed by Dr Mahathir especially on the currency
crisis were not only nmade in the interests of Ml aysia but also that of the
whol e worl d.

Mohanmed said the Prime Mnister as a | eader should not be prevented
from exercising his freedom of speech.

He said Mal aysi ans should not be taken in by the western nedia's
i rresponsi bl e reports about the country's | eaders.

"We can see from the current devel opnments that the western nedia is
attenpting to tarnish the Prine Mnister's inmge and erode the confidence
of foreigners as well as Malaysians in his | eadership," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Mohanmed said Dr Mahathir would deliver an inportant speech
on information technol ogy when opening the IT canpaign on Cct 11. --
BERNAMA
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