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M nistry prepared for del ay

M chel | e Shear es

THE M nistry of Health is prepared for the possibility of sone of its
projects to be delayed in view of the current unfavourabl e currency
situation, its mnister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said.

"I'n view of the depreciation of the ringgit by sone 20 per cent, we
stand ready to nmake the necessary adjustnents for national interests,” he
told a news conference after opening the inaugural world synposi um on
traditional chinese orthopedics in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

"W will cooperate, but we hope that the inpact will be mninmal as the
public's health is very inportant,” he said in response to reporters
questions that anong the nega projects to be delayed i ncluded the buil di ng
of hospitals and the inporting of equi pnent from abroad.

A local newspaper quoted Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
as sayi ng so yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir announced | ast week that certain nega projects will be
del ayed due to the currency depreciation of the ringgit against the US
dollar, resulting in costs of these projects rising as nuch as 20 per
cent.

He said they will be expedited when the value of the ringgit increases
agai n.

Chua added that although the Cabi net had di scussed the del ayi ng of these
maj or projects, the details had not been di scussed.

"Until we know the extent of the cut, we cannot prioritise," he said.
"There are major hospitals to be built under the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an
(7MP) and its high-tech and paperl ess nature neans the cost runs into a

fewbillion ringgit."
Under the 7MP, 21 governnent hospitals have been identified and
approved.

Singling out the Sungai Bul oh and RVMb30 nillion Sel ayang hospitals, he
said he felt these two will continue construction

"We will also use |ocal products as nuch as we possibly can, but we need
to inport certain medical equi pment, as our own industry here does not
produce such equi pnent, " Chua sai d, adding that Ml aysia inports nost of
its nedical equipment.

Earlier in his speech, the mnister said the field of orthopedics is
seen as a narri age between the Eastern and Western nethods of nedicine.

"Many Western trained doctors from Chi na have succeeded in marrying the
best of both systens, thereby overcom ng the defects of both systens,"” he
sai d.

Praising the traditional practises, Chua said because a system of
internal and external manipulation |ike nmassagi ng and physi cal therapy was
used instead of surgery, the healing tinme was shortened.

Chua sai d Mal aysi a needed to develop traditional nedicine in a whol esone
way, so that it will have a scientific basis and contribute positively to
t he nati on.

"It is high tinme we encourage the people involved in the industry and
practises of traditional nedicine to denystify traditional nedicine
t hrough noderni sation. It nmust subject itself to scientific evaluation and
the use of nobdern technology to gain wi der acceptance and recognition," he
sai d.

He said his ministry has taken steps to pronote the devel opnment of
traditional nedicine in Mlaysia.



"Three conmittees have been set up to study matters pertaining to
alternative nedicine including traditional medicine.

"The first commttee works on the selection of traditional products with
proven efficacy, safety and quality for use on government health
institutions. The second comittee is to study the possibility of
recognition and registration of practitioners of traditional nmedicine
based on formal training and standardi sed qualifications.

"The third committee has the responsibility of |ooking into the training
of practitioners of traditional nmedicine through formal training," he
said, adding that the conmittees were under the deputy director general of
heal th, Datuk Dr M Jegat hesan.
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