26/ 03/ 1997
M ni stry probes |land cl earing case

Leong Shen-|

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Cabi net has instructed the Housi ng and Local
Governnent Mnistry to investigate a case of |land clearing for devel opnent
i n Sel angor whi ch was spotted by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad froma helicopter |ast week.

M ni ster Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said investigations at the nonent had
not reveal ed who the devel oper was but his mnistry would be ready to take
action agai nst those responsi bl e.

He said this during a Press conference held after |aunching the Jade San
Lenbah Jati honest ead devel opnent project and Wrld Pitch and Putt
(Mal aysi a) Sdn Bhd at the Kual a Lunmpur Tower here today.

Ti ng, however, declined to reveal the exact |ocation of the |and
clearing, nmerely saying that it was within Sel angor.

He said Dr Mahathir had noticed that all the trees in that particul ar
area had been felled and a hill had been | evelled when he flew over the
area in a helicopter |ast week.

"The matter was brought up at the Cabinet neeting and nmy mnistry was
told to conduct an investigation," he said.

When asked what | aws coul d be used, Ting said the Town and Country
Pl anni ng Act 1976 coul d be used agai nst the devel oper for indiscrimnate
felling of trees in the area.

"The Environnmental Quality Act can also be used but that cones under
another mnistry."

Ting said existing | aws and regul ati ons, such as the Town and Country
Pl anni ng Act 1976, Environnental Quality Act 1974 and the Street, Drai nage
and Building Act 1974, were adequate in keeping tabs on devel opment and
protect the environment.

"I understand that some of these |ocal authorities have said they faced
manpower probl ens whi ch hanpered their enforcement capabilities.

"However, the Government has instructed all these authorities to use
their present resources to nake sure that all devel opers conply with the
rul es and regul ati ons.”

On the degazetting of |land marked for sports and recreation in housing
estates, Ting said he had been told that alnost all States had agreed to
accept his advice to stop degazetting such | and and convert theminto
commer ci al | and.

"Since land matters are within their jurisdictions, it is their (the
States') prerogative to do whatever they want when it cones to | and. W
can only advi se t hem

"As this nove will be for the good of all, | amconfident that al
States will agree to stop degazetting such recreational |and."

Earlier, Ting had al so witnessed the signing of an agreenent between the
devel oper, Jade San Realty Sdn Bhd and World Pitch and Putt, which wll
devel op Malaysia's first pitch and putt golf course at the housing

proj ect.
The new version of golf requires | ess space and costs less to play. It
however will still involve the usual challenges of regulation golf courses

such as tees, greens, bunkers and water hazards.

Al so present were Jade San Realty chairman Tan Sri Azman Hashim and
managi ng director Datuk Seri LimChong; Wrld Pitch and Putt Corporation
I ncorporated' s Bob Hawke, who is the forner Australian Prine M nister and
Kual a Lunpur Datuk Bandar Tan Sri Kamaruzzaman Shariff.
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