23/ 09/ 1997
Mnistry to nonitor supply of food itens

Kang Si ew Li

THE Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry will begin nonitoring the
supply of essential food itens in the country to prevent unscrupul ous
traders fromraising prices of goods in view of the current haze

si tuation.

Its Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob rem nded traders to be
responsi bl e and not take the opportunity to increase prices of their
conmodi ti es.

Speaking to reporters after opening the hal f-day Antwerp Di anond
Conference in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday, he said: "So far, we have not
recei ved any report about traders hoarding their goods to create a fal se
sense of insufficiency.

"I think the traders and retail ers have been acting in a responsible
way. At this nonent, the prices of food itens are still controllable.”

However, Megat Junid said the ministry is concerned about a sudden | ack
of chickens in the market due to the haze problem which nmay cause the
price of chickens to rise.

"That's why we have to nake sure that there is no shortage (of food
itens). Because if there were no shortages, there would be any reason why
peopl e should raise their prices," he said.

On the price of fish in Kuching, which has been reported to be
escal ating of late, Megat Junid urged the people to "consune ot her
alternative food itenms which are nmuch nore af fordabl e".

Meanwhi | e, on yesterday's National Security Council's haze task force
meeting, which was chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Megat Junid sai d:

"W agreed that proactive action nust be taken to tackle the haze
problem W shouldn't take a passive attitude.

"The nmost inportant thing is that we have to hel p the I ndonesian
authorities in all forms to stop the open burning in Indonesian forests,"
he added.

Megat Junid al so explai ned that the face masks, which were believed to
protect people against the haze, could offer no protection fromfine haze
parti cl es.

"Hospital experts have said that the ordinary face masks are not enough
to alleviate haze-related health problens. Only the sophisticated kinds
whi ch are nore expensive are effective in this sense," he added.

On differing prices of face masks sol d these days, Megat Junid said: "W
can only persuade the traders to price their nasks reasonably because this
is not acontrolled item"

Earlier, in his speech, Megat Junid said protection of consunmers who
purchase di anonds is sonething the Ml aysi an di anond i ndustry nay have to
| ook into.

"In this respect, the Bel gi an experience of having bourses and di anond
certificates can be studied in nore detail."

He sai d al though Mal aysia may not yet be ready for trading dianonds in a
bourse, "it certainly is possible to introduce the system of dianond
certificates".

"This systemwi |l ensure that the quality of every dianond purchased is
guar ant eed, " he added.

He al so cormmended Bel gi um which has a nunber of di anond school s and
speci al training programmes that are the best in the world.



"Ml aysi a woul d be nost happy if facilities in these schools and pl aces
in the special training programes coul d be nade avail able directly or
t hrough the existing dianond factories in Malaysia," he said.

He added that there are currently three dianond processing factories in
| poh, Arau and Kota Baru

Megat Junid said he hoped that the D anmond Hi gh Council of Bel gi umcould
expl ore having speci al arrangenents with the Mara school of craft and
desi gn or cooperation with the Ml aysi an Handi craft Devel opnent Authority.

"The | ocal players should pursue this matter to i ncrease the pool of
| ocal craftsnen in dianmond cutting and polishing,"” he said.

For the period January to June |ast year, the exports of "rough
di anonds" from Mal aysi a were 194,000 carats val ued at US$37.76 mllion
(US$1 = RMB. 10), conpared with exports of US$38.68 nillion in the previous
year.
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