12 MAR 1997

M RZAN: SM' S SHOULD TAP POTENTI AL | N KYUSHU, JAPAN

KUALA LUVPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- Malaysian small- and nedi um scal e
i ndustries (SMs) involved in multinmedia and other related information
technology (IT) are urged to tap the nany potentials that exist in the
"Silicon Island" of Kyushu, Japan.

Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (ASLI)'s president, Mrzan
Mahat hir said, "many automatives and other high tech conpani es have
busi ness ties and supply equi pnent and parts to this country, and we shoul d
try to tap potentials on that island."

About 340 information technology related producers operate in Kyushu
with nore than 30 percent contributing to Japan's IT industries.

M rzan was speaking at a press conference to announce the one day
"Fukuoka Di al ogue" to be organised by Asli on March 28.

The di al ogue, which will be co-organise by the Asia Business Centre
(ABC) and the N shinippon Newspaper Co Ltd, both of Fukuoka, Japan, would
be held at the Fukuoka Synphony Hall, Fukuoka in conjunction with Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad's five-day official visit to Japan
from March 25.

M rzan said Fukuoka has served and prospered as the main point of
i ndustrial and conmerci al exchange between Japan and ot her Asian countries.

Dr Mahathir is expected to deliver a keynote address "The Digital
Century: Opportunities for Mitual Collaboration Between Japan and Mal aysia"
at the dial ogue.

The dialogue is intended to be a high level neeting anong business
comunities of the two countries, particularly in the IT industry. Policy
and decision nakers, service providers, suppliers and corporate
i mpl enenters in the Asian region are also expected to attend the dial ogue,
he added.

Mrzan said mnister of international trade and industry, Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Aziz, Pulau Pinang chief mnister Datuk Seri Koh Tsu Koon, Kedah
nmenteri besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, health minister Datuk Chua Jui Meng
and mul ti medi a devel opment corporation's (MDC) executive chairman, Tan Sri
Dr O hman Yeop Abdullah will be anong the speakers at the dial ogue.

Sonme 1,800 participants from Japan and 80 from Mal aysia are expected to
attend the dialogue. About 30 Ml aysian big conpani es have confirnmed their
att endance.

ABC s president, Kenji Takinmto said the centre would al so organise a
nmeeting with Dr Gthnman to discuss on how Kyushu's |IT business community can
contribute to Malaysia's Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC). -- BERNAMVA
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