28/ 06/ 1997

More "~ open skies' pacts sought

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Follow ng the recent signing of the "open skies"
agreement with the United States, Ml aysia is now seeking simlar pacts
wi th several other countries, including Taiwan.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today that Taiwan
had agreed in principle to sign such an agreenment with Ml aysi a which
woul d provide the airlines unlimted |l anding rights in both countries.

Dr Ling and his Tai wanese counterpart had di scussed the possibility of
signing the pact during |ast week's Asia Pacific Econonic Co-operation
M ni sters of Transport meeting in Victoria, Canada.

"This will be another m | estone because Taiwan is a thriving econony. It
is good for the econony of both countries, for the people, for trade and
i nvest ors.

"I't will provide a great opportunity for Malaysian Airlines as well as
all the other airlines in Taiwan," he told a Press conference at the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport after arriving hone froma
working visit to Lebanon, the US and Canada.

Dr Ling said Taiwan woul d be anot her good internedi ate point for MAS

He said his nministry would work on the agreenent imedi ately and hoped
to conplete the task in a nonth.

Mal aysi a, represented by Dr Ling, signed an "open skies" pact with the
US on June 21 to liberalise air travel between both countries.

Dr Ling said the agreenment was beneficial to MAS as it could now fly to
any point within the US, wi thout being constrained by linits otherw se
stipulated in bilateral air agreenents.

Prior to the UStrip, Dr Ling had gone to Lebanon where he held talks
with officials fromthe Mddle East airlines.

He sai d Lebanon had agreed to allow MAS to extend its services to Cairo,
Egypt .

"At present, MAS flies twice a week to Dubai and Beirut.

Lebanon will allowthe fifth freedomrights for MAS to pick up
passengers fromBeirut to Cairo.

However, it will be subjected to a comerci al agreenent between the
airlines.

The M nister also visited the Port of Abbas, Esfahan and Masshad to
expl ore the possibility of increasing Mlaysian exports to Iran and the
Conmonweal th of | ndependent States as suggested by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Dr Ling said the Port of Abbas could be used as a point for Ml aysi an
goods destined for Iran and the C S.

"There is a piece of land to be | eased there. It can be used as a
| aunching pad. W will send a teamto the Port of Abbas to look into this
soon, " he said.
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