16/ 10/ 1997
Mohaned: National Disaster Fund still short of target

Tony Enmanuel

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A nonth after its inception, the National Disaster
Fund, set up to alleviate the Governnent's financial burden in tackling
the haze problem has yet to reach its target.

"A total of RML, 599,870 has been received," National D saster Managenent
and Relief Conmittee chairnman Datuk Mohaned Rahmat sai d today.

The nost recent contributor to the fund was the South Korea CGover nnent
with a contribution of US$50, 000 ( RML55, 000).

Set up on Sept 19, the fund was created to enable the Governnment to
provide firenmen with the equi pnment to carry out their tasks in Kalinmantan
and Sumatra; fund a research programme to study the long-termeffects of
the haze on the people and finance treatnent for those fromthe | owner
i ncome group suffering fromeffects of the haze

Initially, the Governnent had hoped that Ml aysi an conpanies with
econom ¢ interests in Indonesia would cone forward to contribute.

To this end, a personal appeal letter fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad was given to representatives of these conpani es.

However, to date only three have cone forward and contributed to the
fund.

They are Tabung Haji, Col den Hope Plantations Bhd and Perlis Plantation
Bhd whi ch contri buted RMLOO, 000 each.

Surprisingly those with no economic interests in Indonesia have al so
contributed to the fund.

Kualiti Alam Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Renong Bhd, which manages the
country's first integrated schedul ed waste managenent plant, contri buted
RM600, 000 whil e the Umo Kayu Ara Pasong branch in Pontian, Johor,
contri buted RML, 300.
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