12/ 10/ 1997

Money politics back, says Sabbaruddin

KEPONG, Sat. - Money politics has resurfaced during sone divisional and
branch neetings despite the party's aggressive efforts to crack down on
the practice, Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said today.

He said the issue came to light after the supreme council received
conmpl ai nts that several division heads were indulging in noney politics on
the pretext of accepting and giving tithes (zakat).

He said they still needed to finalise the reports as there was basis for
sone of the conplaints received.

"W want to get rid of this practice conpletely fromthe party and nip
it inthe bud. If we wait too long, it mght be too late," he said, adding
that nmoney politics could disrupt party unity.

Speaking to reporters after |aunching a nanagerment and adm ni stration
course organi sed by the Gonbak division, he said the problemwas di scussed
at length during the suprene council neeting | ast Thursday.

He said sone i nmedi ate neasures woul d be taken to check the resurgence
of nmoney politics anbng its nenbers.

"W will subnmit our plan to party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on shortening the period between the divisional neetings and the
general assenbly."

The suprene council, he said, had also restricted and di sall owed t he
branches fromorgani sing fund-raising charity dinners. However, there were
i ndi vi dual s who took the opportunity to organi se such programes for their
own benefit.
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