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ATTEMPTING to ruin the country's good nane and i nage by hol di ng the Asia-
Paci fic Conference on East Tinor (I1) was not enough for sonme non-

gover nnent al organi sati ons.

Hardly had the dust settled, they were at it again, this tinme under the
gui se of a Tribunal Rakyat.

W are told that discussions are to be held pertaining to certain | aw
and enforcenment agenci es notably the Mal aysian police force.

Rightfully so, their actions received the sternest criticisns fromthe
very rakyat these self-righteous NGOs claimto represent.

Saddened by such actions, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
has advi sed these NGOs to stop baiting the government.

H's call and warning to these NGOs were wel conmed by various quarters in
the country who believed that the tinme was right to now conduct a thorough
and conprehensive study of certain NGOs, their office bearers, process of
el ections and their sources of funding.

Today, there are increasing allegations of foreign participation and
fundi ng of these negative activities by certain foreign funding
organi sations, especially those fromthe United States, Germany, Holl and,
Uni ted Ki ngdom other European countries and Japan.

Sone have relocated here and in Singapore after being told to | eave
Chi na, Hong Kong and | ndonesia in recent tines.

Sone NGOs take their instructions and supervision from abroad.

The issues usually rai sed by NGOs revol ve around accountability,
transparency, conflict of interest and public interest. However, by the
same argunent, how many of these NGOs are truly accountabl e, transparent
and working in a spirit of co-operation?

Do they really have grass root support and are their own el ections and
deci si on- maki ng processes uncontrolled by internal "Mafias"?

Rumours are rife of overstaying | eaders who preach about the greying of
the novenent but mani pul ate the nmedia and el ecti on processes for self-
propagati on, of academ cians using the NGOs for career advancenment, and of
ot hers who work in NGOs to rub shoulders with policy makers, for free
overseas trips and awards.

Most of these NGGs are run singl e-handedly, endorsed by too busy
presidents and their men. In return for their non-interference, they are
reassured of re-election, nedia exposure and overseas trips by controlling
i ndividuals acting in self interest.

One is made to understand there will be another international conference
in an Asian capital under the unbrella of Consunmer Protection Laws this
year.

It has been reliably learnt that several Ml aysians will be attending
the said conference. Sonme of themare acadenics, retired acadenm cs and NGO
of ficials.

It is inmportant that the Mnistry of Home Affairs and our Wsna Putra
officials nonitor the said conference and the papers presented by
Mal aysi ans to determ ne whether they contain fabrication and lies to snear
the country.

This year should al so see investigation into all NGOs' sources of
funding, their office bearers and el ection processes to prevent an
absolute mnority fromdisgracing the country and its people for self-

i nterest and personal gain.
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