20/ 11/ 1997
More British firns to apply for MSC status

Kang Si ew Li

MORE British conpani es are expected to apply for Miltinmedia Super Corridor
(MBC) status in the next few weeks, British H gh Conm ssioner to Ml aysia
M David Moss said yesterday.

He said a significant nunber of applications fromBritish conmpanies are
still being processed by Miltinmedi a Devel opnent Corp Sdn Bhd.

"There is no doubt in their mnds that the MSC project is going ahead.
The deci sion now is whether their business or technology is relevant to
the project and whether they can find a | ocal partner, essential for
success in the MSC, " Mss said.

He told a news conference this after opening a one-day "M croel ectronics
i n Busi ness" sem nar and exhibition in Kuala Lunpur

Mbss said British conpanies are coming into the country to seek
opportunities within the MSC and that of the 78 firnms with MSC st at us,
seven are British

"They generally understand that formi ng business relationships in
Mal aysi a takes tinme. None of them expects overnight mracles and t hey have
to start sonewhere," he added.

Yesterday' s seninar and exhibition is jointly organi sed by M nos Bhd and
the British High Comrission. It displays the products and services of 17
British suppliers, including mcroel ectronics design houses | ooking for
joint-venture opportunities in Ml aysia.

"The aimof the sem nar and exhibition is to highlight the technol ogies
underlying the areas identified by the Mal aysi an Governnent as bei ng anong
its primary requirenments for flagship projects of the MSC," he said.

Moss said British conpanies in general viewthe entire MSC project in
three broad areas of interest: information technology (IT),

t el ecommuni cati ons and i nformati on content.

"Many Mal aysi an conpani es believe Britain has a good deal to offer in
terms of the tel econmuni cati ons and content sectors. Therefore, | don't
t hi nk many Mal aysi ans need convincing that Britain has sonething to offer,
but | do think that there is a doubt about whether Britain has anything to
offer in the area of IT.

"That's why Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s visit to
London in May this year was an eye-opener for both countries,” he said.

Moss said British conpanies do not claimthat Britain can conpete with
America's Silicon Valley, "but we do claimthat we have cutting edge
technologies in certain IT fields, particularly in software application”

At the sane tinme, Moss said British conpanies are increasingly conmng to
Mal aysia to | earn.

"The MSC is a very inmaginative and anbitious project and we are here not
just as hol ders of technol ogies and to spot business opportunities, but
also to learn fromMal aysi a's experi ence.

"W believe that we can take away from Mal aysi a, experience which wll
prove rel evant to the devel opnment of our own mul ti medi a approach in the
UK, " he said.

Moss said al though the British Governnment has | aunched a nunber of
technol ogy parks in the UK, for exanple the Canbridge Science Park, it has
yet to enmbark on a venture simlar to the scale of the MsSC

M nos chi ef executive officer Tengku Datuk Dr Azzman Shariffadeen said
British technology is still relatively unknown in Ml aysi a.

"There is still a need for nore pronotion of British mcroel ectronics



products and services," he added.
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