24/ 02/ 1997
More funds for El A on highway for highlands

A. Hafiz Yatim

MALACCA, Sun. - The Wrks M nistry has nore than doubl ed the allocation
for an Environnental |npact Assessment on the proposed hi ghway Iinking
Genting Highlands, Frasers Hill and Caneron Hi ghl ands.

Its Mnister, Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vellu, said the high anmount spent by
the ministry showed it was serious in mninmsing any threat on the
envi ronment .

“"Initially, an allocation of RML.5 mllion was nade.

"However, since the non-Governnental organi sations have said that the
amount is insufficient to do a detail ed study, the Governnent and mnistry
have agreed to increase it to RM3.5 nmllion.

"This shows that the Governnent is committed and serious inits effort
as a detailed study woul d i nclude recormmendations to curtail danage to the
ecol ogy and environnment," he said.

He added that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had al so
directed the ministry to ensure that a proper and detail ed study be done
to mininise costs.

Samy Vellu, who is also the MC president, said this to reporters after
| aunching the Mal aysian Indian Bell Cub's 39th annual general neeting at
Dewan Tanming Sari in the Mal acca Munici pal Council building this norning.

Al so present was the Deputy Transport M nister, Datuk Wra Mhd Al
Rustamwho is also the 4B Youth Club and Wrld Assenbly of Youth
presi dent.

Sany Vel lu was asked to coment on the highland hi ghway project. Dr
Mahat hir, when | aunching the world's fastest nobno cable car system "The
Genting Skyway" at Genting Hi ghlands | ast Friday, had said the project
woul d go on.

Dr Mahathir had said the Governnment woul d have to all ow devel opnent on
the highlands so that all Mal aysi ans, young or old, would be able to reach
t hese pl aces.

"We do not want to be nerely told that there are places in Malaysia with
such tenperate clinmate and natural beauty when we can actually enjoy al
t hese t hi ngs.

"Its like telling a child that ice creamis delicious, but he cannot
taste it ... it can be frustrating,” the Prinme Mnister had said.

Sany Vel lu said the project would have to carry on although it may
result in a slight danmage to the environment.

"It brings a lot of benefit to the people and al so tourists as they
woul d have a chance to experience the tenperate climte and scenic
surroundi ngs, " he said.

He added that the project would also help bring nore devel opnent to the
area and i ncrease the country's inconme fromtourism

The M nister said there were other countries which have simlar highway
pr oj ect s.

He stressed that the Governnment woul d engage experienced help to do the
study and project to ensure mninal effect on the environnent.

On reservations fromseveral non-Governnental organisations, Sany Vellu
said they are entitled to their opinion.

"If they require us to do a detailed study on this project to mnimse
its inpact than we would certainly conply and obli ge.

"However, they should not suggest that the project be stopped inits
entirety.



On the coastal highway project linking Banting, Selangor, to Gel ang
Patah in Johor, he said approval fromthe Econonic Planning Unit is
expected within two to three nonths.

On the Mal aysian Indian Bell Cub, Sany Vellu stressed that the nenbers
have to change their way of thinking as the world had undergone a | ot of
changes.

"Following this, they have to al so change so that nore youths woul d
participate in their activities and this would help reduce the nunber of
soci al problenms in the country,” he said.
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