03/ 02/ 1997
More | eaders should wite books

Dat uk Salleh Majid

JUDGA NG fromthe |ine of people waiting yesterday at the Ti mes bookshop at
Lot 10 for Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims signature for his new book, The

Asi an Renai ssance, one will not be surprised if the book is a hit. Sone
bought as many as 20 copies, perhaps to take advantage of the rare
opportunity of having our |eader's autograph. Never mind how many in the
crowd will actually read the book or when one will get a chance to read

t he book.

The inportant point is that Anwar, |ike our prinme mnister, has set an
exanpl e whi ch shoul d be foll owed by other | eaders, politics, corporate or
social, putting their thoughts onto a book for others to share and
under stand t he thinking of the person.

Everyone perhaps remenbers Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad' s
controversial book, The Malay Di |l ena, which was banned for a | ong, |ong
time. A banned book on the other hand has al ways been sought after and The
Mal ay Di | etma was no excepti on.

It is true that witing a book is no easy task, especially in our
soci ety where many woul d not care to spend tine reading. Witing a book
for noney in Ml aysia shoul d not be the objective for those | eaders
nment i oned above.

However, inmagine if corporate |eaders, such as Tan Sri Azman Hashim Tan
Sri Shansuddi n, Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad, Tan Sri Rashid Hussein or Tan Sri
Li m Goh Tong, and many others were to wite a book, either by thensel ves
or jointly with sonebody el se, the ambunt of first hand knowl edge and
insight will not only benefit our students but also the general public.

These corporate | eaders can certainly bridge the gap between theory and
practice and their i mense contribution to the know edge that they can
i mpart.

Even if there are books, chances are they are witten by acadeni ci ans or
meant as textbooks but seldomfulfil both the interest of general reading
and textbooks as well. The struggle and success of these corporate | eaders
shoul d serve well to notivate others, especially the younger generati on,
of the need to have a continuous stream of aggressive entrepreneurs. A
book by them coul d al so provi de sone insight on how deci sions are nade
when confronted with certain crises.

I magi ne the story behind LimGoh Tong' s success of building an
entertai nment enpire in the sky starting with practically nothing. O how
Azman Hashim the enpl oyee, becane the entrepreneur par excellence in
banki ng and finance, or Shansuddin's switch fromworking in a
t el ecommuni cati ons conpany to owni ng one.

The frenzy in reading certainly has not caught on in Ml aysia unlike
countries like the US and the UK. A bestseller list of books in Ml aysia
woul d probably be nothing conpared with that of New York Tinmes or
Doubl eday but the fact still remmins that a book of one's thoughts,
experiences, insight, observations can be useful to so many.

Perhaps the main excuse is tine. Al though not everyone is a born witer,
a book need not be witten by onesel f. Soneone el se, a professional
witer, can be hired to sit down and produce the book as a joint effort.

There is also the consideration of tinme in a different aspect. Sone
people might feel that the tinme is not right for themto produce a book
This is true as we have seen with the exanple of The Malay Di | emma.
However, one can always chronicle first the ideas or points which could



|later formpart of a book and this exercise can stretch over a nunber of
years until perhaps when one is either retiring or have had enough of the
rat race. This culture of witing a book has never been one that has been
encour aged or notivated because publishers certainly | ook for avenues
which will bring them high returns and not books which will only sell a
few hundred copi es. For the publisher, the thinking would probably be,
better to concentrate on certain "types" of books or inported books. Wy
bot her persuadi ng peopl e |i ke Yahaya Ahnad who has enough problens of his
own to wite a book when one can enjoy good profits by bringing in foreign
titles which are bestsellers?

Language is certainly not a problemeither in English or Bahasa
Mal aysi a. Maybe price is a hindrance to sone people but |ocally-produced
books shoul d be nmuch cheaper than inported ones.

| magi ne the wealth of know edge gai ned by society if these peopl e set
asi de everyday bits and pieces of their experiences and |ater turning them
into a book. Original works are certainly worth nore than anything else in
books.
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