20/ 11/ 1997

More States pledge full support for Dr M

| POH, Wed. - The Perak State Assenbly at its third day of sitting today
unani mously passed a notion of support for the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The notion was tabled by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib and
seconded by Dat uk Padi| Harun (BN-Lintang).

Al'l the Assenbl ynen including the sole DAP nmenber from Sitiawan Hu Chan
You supported the notion.

They al so condemed the action by 34 United States Congressnmen to nove a
draft resolution in the US Congress calling on Dr Mahathir to apol ogi se
for his alleged anti-Jew sh remarks, failing which he should resign as
Prime Mnister.

Rami told the assenbly that Dr Mahathir, while protesting over severa
i nternational issues, had also contributed to help the people of severa
countries in need of help due to war and crisis.

Supporting the notion, Yik Phooi Hong (BN Buntong) said under the Prine
M nister's | eadership Ml aysia had becone a role nodel to the world as a
mul ti- social and nulti-religious nation.

He rem nded US Congressnen that Ml aysia was an i ndependent country and
not a colony of the United States and the peopl e woul d not all ow outside
forces to intervene in the country's policies and to snear the inmage of
the Prine M nister

S. Veerasi ngam ( BN- Sungkai ) described the action by the American
Congressnen as an effort to fish for votes in the next election and al so
to look for financial aid in their canpaign.

"The people of the United States nust renmenber Mal aysia is not against
the country but we are only protesting on issues, including superpowers
t aki ng advantage of small and poor countries.”

Si ew Kok Kan (BN- Sepetang) said while Ml aysia respected the | aw and
policies of other countries, she hoped others would respect hers in
return.

She added that the US Congressnen calling for the resignation of a
denocratic | eader was out of context.

Hu Chan You (DAP-Sitiawan) said as an i ndependent country, Ml aysia
shoul d be allowed to chart its future without being threatened by other
countries.

In Alor Star, Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid today pl edged the
State's support for Dr Mahathir, saying people have been behind the Prine
M ni ster and nore so now.

Sanusi said the question of whether the State supported the Prinme
M ni ster would never arise as it had al ways stood by Dr Mahathir

"We stand firmby Dr Mahathir ... not just the State Governnent but
people fromall wal ks of life.

"W support his | eadership, his many contributions and struggles for the
country," Sanusi said after the State Exco neeting.

In Serenban, the Negri Senbilan Umo |iaison commttee pledged its
support for Dr Mahathir

Menteri Besar and State Umo chief Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Saned
condemed the action by the 34 US Congressnen.

Mohamad | sa said the Congressnen had no business to neddle in the
admi ni stration of the country and its | eaders who were el ected by the
rakyat denocratically.



Speaking after chairing the |iaison conmittee neeting at Wsma Negri, he
said, the committee regretted the irresponsible action of the Congressnen
who were insensitive to the feelings of the Ml aysi an peopl e.

In Kual a Lunmpur, the Mal aysi an Associ ati on of Singers, Misicians and
Song Witers will organise a gathering of artistes and cultural figures at
the Merdeka Square on Nov 29 to express support for Dr Mahathir.

Papi ta president Abdul Rahman Hassan in a statenent today said the
associ ati on woul d hol d discussions with the | eaders of other associations
such as Gapena, Penyiar, Seniman, FDAM PPFM RIM MJM Ml ep and Tema to
create a special commttee for the gathering.
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