14/ 01/ 1997
More support staff for schools (HL)

Sat want Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Sone 14, 000 support staff will be recruited for
school s nati onwi de to ease the adm nistrative burden of teachers,
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

He said the mnistry woul d seek the additional staff which covered
categories of adm nistrative assistant, |aboratory assistant and j unior
general assistant.

"Empl oying the staff will reduce the adm nistrative burden faced by
teachers and enabl e the teachers to concentrate fully on teaching."

There are currently sone 8,000 secondary and prinmary school s t hr oughout
t he country.

Naji b said this when speaking to reporters after delivering his New Year
nmessage to the ministry's senior officials.

Al so present were Deputy Education M nisters Datuk Khalid Yunus and
Dat uk Dr Fong Chan Onn and the ministry's director-general, Tan Sri Wan
Zahi d Mohd Noordi n.

He said enpl oynent of the new support staff would be carried out soon
and the mnistry was al ready di scussing the matter with the rel evant
aut horiti es.

"It will take some tinme as interviews will have to be conducted but we
hope to do it by this year."

Naji b said that at sonme schools, teachers currently had to carry out
clerical work as their schools did not have the support staff or were
facing a staff shortage.

He said the mnistry had been given a RMA0 million allocation over and
above the RM6O million revolving fund for car loan facility to
headmast ers, assistant headnasters and seni or assistants.

He said with the increase it was hoped that nore headmasters and seni or
assi stants would be able to enjoy the loan facility.

(An additional 1,000 headmasters and seni or assistants are expected to
benefit fromthe additional allocation).

However, he said the facility was limted to the adm nistrative category
and did not cover all teachers as the fund was |imted.

"It islimted to certain categories involving those hol ding posts in
t he school s. ™"

He said the approval had just been granted and the mnistry was stil
finalising the details.

On the recommendati ons made by a task force on inproving the teaching
profession, he said the ministry had conpleted its study on the nmatter.

Naji b said he woul d be discussing the mnistry's views with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

He said the nministry was trying to identify the recommendati ons which
shoul d be given priority and were critical in inmproving the teaching
pr of essi on.

On Sept 12, 1994, Najib said a task force headed by fornmer director-
general of Education Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Arshad had been fornmed to study
teachers' grouses.

It was to | ook into ways to enhance professionalismby providing
training opportunities, upgrading the qualifications of teachers and
creating a conducive teachi ng environnent.

He said the task force had al so discussed the matter with the Nationa
Uni on of Teachi ng Profession and added that the union's views would be



taken into consideration when i npl enenti ng any recomendat i ons.

Earlier in his nmessage, he said, |ast year the ministry had perforned
extrenely well and called for greater efficiency.

He described this year as a year for inplenentation, consolidation and
refining what had been deci ded t he previous year.

"1995 was the year for generating ideas and | ast year for formnul ation of
policy and programres. This year is for inplenentation which is the nost
chal I engi ng of all the stages.”

He said the country's educati on system shoul d achi eve worl d-cl ass
standard before the year 2020.

"Whether we like it or not we need to |leap forward and cannot wait to
move ahead only when we feel confortable,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, NUTP president Abu Bakar Shawket Ali welconed the mnistry's
pl an to enpl oy support staff.

He said currently there was an acute shortage of support staff in
school s where teachers had to type their own question papers and
exer ci ses.

"There are al so i nstances where teachers have to paint lines on the
football and hockey fields," he said.

Therefore, he said by enploying the adm nistrative assistants they woul d
be able to handle all clerical duties and paperworKk.

"This will reduce significantly the adm nistrative work bei ng done by
sonme teachers currently," he said, adding that the junior general
assi stants woul d be able to handl e gardeni ng and ot her jobs.

He said the ninistry should al so consi der enpl oyi ng support staff for
t he "Kenahi ran Hi dup" wor kshops.
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