26/ 04/ 1997
Move ai med to change Israeli mndset: PM

Fauzi ah | smai |

MALAYSI A' S decision to allow Israeli students and cricket teaminto the
country recently was an "extraordi nary” nove ai ned at changi ng the

m ndsets of the Israelis towards Islamand the Mislins.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said it was not an act of
betrayal to the Muslimworld.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia is not only the biggest supporter of Pal estine
but al so of other Mislinms wherever they may be.

"But do we want to renmain enenmies without finding a solution for peace?"
he shot back when responding to a question raised by a participant of the
Oxford Islami ¢ Forumon "The Islam c Wrld and d obal Cooperation
Preparing for the 21st Century."

The partici pant had asked Dr Mahat hir about rel ati ons between Ml aysi a
and Israel after the Governnment |ast nonth allowed the Israeli cricket
teamto participate in an international tournanment held in Kuala Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir said in the teachings of the religion, "if one offers a hand
in peace, we have to accept it".

"There is nore to a struggle than just killing and shooti ng each ot her
or throwing stones ... W want to show themthat there are people of many
races and religions here who |live together in harnony.

"They (the Israelis) have never seen Miuslins outside their own area.
Havi ng them here, we could prove to themthat the Mislins are peace-| oving
peopl e.

"As such, we should not support people like (Benjam n) Netanyahu
(I'sraeli Prinme Mnister) who |ikes to nake eneni es because they cannot be
good | eaders.

"We have to expose these | eaders so that they wil not get any support
fromtheir own people. In this way, we can | essen the inpact of extrenists
like him" he said.

However, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia and Israel will not have any
di pl omatic relations unless Tel Aviv honours the peace accord it signed
with Pal estine.

"The Israeli Governnment had repeatedly pressed for diplomatic relations
wi th Mal aysia but we said no because we are not satisfied with their
attitude towards the peace process with the Pal estine,” he said.
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