25/ 09/ 1997
Move to eradicate poverty in Asean

Ahmad Suf fi an

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A nulti-lateral framework for Asean countries is
bei ng devised to identify common areas for joint efforts to develop rura
areas and eradi cate poverty.

The nove, by the Rural Devel opnent Mnistry, will also facilitate the
exchange of information and sharing of experiences of the Asean M nisters
responsi ble for this task.

M ni st er Datuk Annuar Miusa said there were many areas of possible co-
operation between Asean Governnents.

"The M nistry has taken this initiative to gather the rel evant Asean
mnisters at a forthconmng forumto discuss rural devel opnent issues and
i dentify conmon ar eas.

"Only relevant issues of nmutual interest will be chosen for nulti-Ievel
di scussi ons," he sai d.

Annuar was speaking after conveying the Mnistry's invitation to Asean
anbassadors at a neeting here today.

The i naugural neeting of Asean M nisters of Rural Devel opnent and
Poverty Eradication with the thene "Towards Asean Rural Advancenent:
Chal | enges I n The Next M Il ennium will be held at the Sunway Lagoon
Resort Hotel on Cct 22 and 23.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad will deliver the keynote
address whil e each Asean minister will outline its Governnent's success in
resol ving their people's socio-econom c i ssues.

It will be preceded by the First Asean Senior Oficials Rura
Devel opnent and Poverty Eradication Meeting fromCct 19 to 21

Annuar said there had been little enphasis anong Asean countries in
col | aborating to resolve rural devel opnment and poverty eradication issues.

He said this was despite realisation that there was disparity between
the urban and rural sectors with a great majority of the region's
popul ation in the rural areas living in poverty.

"Unenpl oyment, | ow productivity, illiteracy, inadequate econonmnic
opportunities as well as |lack of basic infrastructure and soci al
amenitites is not uncomon in Asean countries," he said.

The M nistry's objective, said Annuar, was to encourage Asean
Governnents to be prepared to face future soci o-econom ¢ chal | enges during
the next millennium

"A common problemafflicting rural devel opment efforts in Asean
countries is the lack of adequate and constant supplies of electricity and
cl ean water.

"Through the multi-lateral discussions between Asean M nisters, we hope
to devise a franework for future cooperation and find ways to resol ve
t hese basic problens effectively," he added.
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