19/ 03/ 1997
Move to rai se nunber of niddle-class Bunis

Harris | skandar Taib
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Governnent has set up a technical committee to
identify ways to increase the popul ati on of m ddl e-cl ass Buni put er as.

Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mustapa Mohaned said the m ddle
class woul d al so be re-defined to i nclude the educati onal background of a
famly as well as values, and no |onger restricted nmerely to incone.

This was decided in a nmeeting chaired by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi myesterday, which was attended by representatives of
mnistries associated with the devel opnent of Bumi puteras, Menteris Besar
and officials fromrel evant departnents.

Mist apa said the committee, which he will chair, is to submt a report
to Anwar within two weeks before briefing Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

"The neeting was held in view of the Prinme Mnister's concern over the
smal | nunber of middl e-cl ass Buni put eras.

"The mnistry's role is to co-ordinate the suggesti ons and proposal s
made at yesterday's neeting and to evaluate the situation
conpr ehensi vel y. "

Speaking after presenting certificates of excellence to 89 Mara staff
t oday, Mustapa said the comrittee would also identify fields niddle-class
Bum put eras woul d be encouraged to venture into; mainly in trading,
franchi si ng and servi ces.

"What is inportant is to create a mddle-class group which will be able
to regenerate itself. Taking only salary or income into account woul d
create a tenporary mddl e-cl ass group which | acks proper val ues and
education.”

Asked to reveal the percentage of niddle-class Buniputeras as opposed to
the [ ower and upper class Bum putera popul ation, he said this would be
disclosed after the conmittee carried out a thorough eval uati on.

He al so declined to divulge the ratio of the m ddl e-cl ass popul ati on
according to the various races.

The Econonic Planning Unit, Mistapa said, had conpil ed sone figures but
they were inconplete to give a true picture of the situation

He, however, gave exanpl es of how serious the situation had becone.

I n Padang Besar for instance, none of the 50 medi um cost houses have
been bought by Bum puteras, while in Kangar, only one of 30 units was
purchased by a Bum putera.

"This only mani fests the absence of a strong m ddl e-cl ass Bumi putera
society," he said.

Al t hough Must apa said reasons for the poor growth in niddle-class
Bum puteras would only be deternined after the commttee net, he believed
it could be because in the past, nuch of the attention went to assisting
t he underpri vi |l eged.

"Programmes initiated in the past have been successful but these
progranmmes were overall efforts to alleviate poverty and not specifically
ai mred at any section of society.

"To sone extent, it has produced nore Bum putera professionals, but not
t he desired number.”

Earlier, Miustapa renminded Mara staff to pay attention to details when
carrying out their duties.

He added there nust also be a culture fromthe top managenent down,
whi ch pl aced i nportance on hands-on experience at the grassroot |evel.



He al so advised Mara to evaluate its progranmes, pointing out that one
of the organisation's weaknesses was in anal ysing the success of its
pr oj ect s.

As a token of appreciation, the 89 Mara staff received a plaque,
certificate of appreciation, one nonth's salary and seven days unrecor ded
| eave.
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