17/ 04/ 1997
Move to discourage private car use (HL)

Sufi Yusoff

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Signalling the Governnent's seriousness in pronoting
public transport, particularly the Light Rail Transit, the Cabinet has
rul ed that new buil di ngs need not allocate parking bays while existing
bui | di ngs can reduce theirs.

The deci sion was nade after Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad cal | ed for the speedy construction of mmjor transportation
infrastructure projects at the ground breaki ng cerenony of the Kual a
Lumpur Sentral Station |ast night.

This appears to be a reversal of the long-standing City Hall policy that
bui I di ngs shoul d have sufficient parking facilities.

Failure to conply could result in hefty fines.

In the |l ast few years, the nunmber of vehicles had surged as a result of
the country's rapid econonmic growth and the success of the national car
and not orcycl e proj ects.

Announci ng the nove today, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Si k said the Government policy of partial-abolition and partial-reduction
of parking spaces was expected to take place next year or early 1999.

To further discourage private vehicles fromentering the overly
congested city, parking rates m ght be increased but this would be deci ded
by City Hall, he said

Besi des reducing traffic congestion, he said the nove was to encourage
nmotorists to use public transport.

The Government wants notorists to use the alternative integrated public
transport systemconprising of the Light Rail Transit 1/11, KTM Konut er,
Intrakota and Park May bus services and the Kuala Lunpur Linear City
nmonorail system

On the date the policy would be enforced, Dr Ling said this would depend
on how soon the alternative integrated public transport systemwas fully
oper at i onal

This policy was anong several policies which would be inplenented in
stages to reduce traffic congestion, he told reporters before chairing a
post - Cabi net neeti ng.

"Even now, it is gradually being inplenmented,” he said, "and on-going
bui l di ng projects have had their parking spaces cut down."

Once the systemwas fully inplenented, street parking would be abolished
to enable city streets to be wi dened, he said.

Dr Ling said the systemof reducing city traffic congestion could only
be done in stages when conmuters were guaranteed an efficient, fast,
confortabl e and predictable public transport system

Besi des the integrated public transport system Dr Ling said the
rel ocati on of Federal Governnent departnents to the Putrajaya
adm ni strative centre was al so part of the strategy to reduce traffic
congesti on.
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