11/ 07/ 1997

Moves for greater road safety

WHEN it comes to road accidents and fatality rate, Ml aysia has earned the
unfortunate distinction of being anbng the tops. Statistics for the first
four nonths of this year nationwi de showed an increase of 4,488 cases or
7.28 per cent from 61, 605 cases recorded for the same period | ast year.

Al t hough the figures for deaths, serious and minor injuries were on the
decline, the rates were no doubt still high. There was only a margi na
drop of about two per cent in the death rate from2,140. But the serious
i njuries declined about 13 per cent from5, 448.

Police attributed the lower fatality rate to enforcenent efforts, the
blitz of which was seen during the Chinese New Year and Hari Raya
hol i days. There was an al armi ng i ncrease of accidents |ast year, with the
Nor t h- Sout h Expressway accounting for 7,278 conpared with 6,076 in 1995.
The nunber of accidents on other roads | ast year soared by 24,966 to
181, 381.

The debate in the print nmedia following the April furore over the Jal an
| poh- Cenor acci dent when a car ploughed into a group of factory workers,
killing seven of themand injuring two has since waned. Naturally, the
Mal aysi an Bar Council| opposed the proposal by the Transport Mnistry to
suspend the driving licence of an accused notorist involved in a fatal
accident pending trial. Such a nove, it said, would be tantamunt to
puni shing a person before he was found guilty.

oj ection notw thstanding, the mnistry appeared bent on taking reckl ess
drivers off the roads i mediately. This pronpted the Bar Council to offer
to set up a panel of expert lawers to work with the mnistry "for the
common cause of dealing with a national problem" The council's assistance
will be of trenmendous help not only to strengthen the Road Transport Act
to deal with reckless drivers but also inprove rel ated | egislations.

The nmany statenents fromthe nmnistry prom sing action foll owi ng each
maj or road acci dent have inevitably given rise to high expectati ons anbng
concerned citizens that things should inprove in the near future in
dealing with the high nunber of accidents and unsavoury attitude of sone
drivers, particularly road bullies. Thus, the announcenent this week that
a three-year canpaign which ains to take a proactive stand towards sol vi ng
the probl ens faced on Ml aysi an roads i s good news to the notoring public.
"Road M ssion 2000" to be | aunched on July 22 with the theme "Driving the
Nati on Towards Road Courtesy" has an inpressive strategy. Sponsored by a
private insurance firm it wants to reward, educate, prevent through
healthy fear and to punish. Significant will be the roadshows to visit
school s to educate the young. The proposal to reduce traffic fines for
errant notorists who display Road M ssion 2000 stickers will be an
incentive for notorists to participate in this historic canpaign, the
first involving the private sector.

But be forewarned that the concession is not a passport for notorists to
commt traffic offences. Mireover, the reduction will not be granted to
habi tual offenders and notorists conmtting serious offences, said the
Road Transport Departnent.

This massive effort and the various canpaigns by the ministry to create
road safety awareness which will be launched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad next nonth give us hope that driving al ong Mal aysi an
roads shoul d soon be | ess hazardous.
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