14/ 07/ 1997
MP suggests assets be declared to a panel

Sat want Si ngh

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - People holding positions that are likely to expose
themto corruption should be required to declare their assets to a "panel”
as a preventive neasure, Backbenchers O ub president Ruhani e Ahmad said

t oday.

He added the panel could be established within a | egal framework and be
given powers to initiate action against anyone found to have nade a fal se
decl arati on.

He was speaking to reporters after participating as a panelist at a
Round Tabl e On Corruption: An Assenbly of Voices convened by Opposition
| eader LimKit Siang at the Tropicana Golf and Country O ub. The thene was
"Towar ds Zero Tol erance for Corruption".

Limchaired the session. Panelists included former Auditor-Ceneral Tan
Sri Ahmad Nordin, the first Anti-Corruption Agency director-general and
former judge Tan Sri Harun Hashim fornmer Universiti Ml aya vice-
chancel l or Dr Syed Hussein Al atas and veteran journalist Tan Sri Samad
I smail.

Gt hers were Just World Trust director Dr Chandra Muzaffar, Convenor of
Transparency |International (Mlaysia) Tunku Abdul Aziz Tunku | brahim
Uni ted Nations Special Rapporteur on | ndependence of Judges and Lawyers
Dat uk Param Cunmar aswany, econom st Dr K. S Jonp, National Human Ri ghts
(Hakam secretary-general Gurmt Singh and Federation of Ml aysian
Consumer Associ ations Prof Handan Adnan.

"The fight against corruption should be supported by all political party
menbers, the public, NGOs and opposition | eaders. Wthout such support al
other efforts would fail," said Ruhanie.

He said a nass nobilisation of interest and awareness agai nst corruption
anong all WMal aysi ans was needed.

Earlier, in the panel discussions, he said the Governnent, through Umo,
shoul d extend the decl aration of assets to cover all senior civil servants
and | eaders of political parties.

Lim in his opening speech, called for a formati on of a nati onal
coalition for national integrity to create a new culture of public
integrity with zero tol erance for corruption.

"Such a coalitionis vital if an all-out war against corruptionis to
succeed, " he said.

Samad touched on the need to nurture a firmattitude of intol erance
towar ds corruption

"Corruption has taken new forns...The situation has becone so critica
that the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad found it necessary
toinitiate and | ead the fight against noney politics," he said.

Ahmad, voi ced support for Acting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s view on "back to basics" in conbating social ills, including
corruption, stressing the need to strengthen fanmily kinship.

Harun sai d al though he was not sure of the |level of corruption in the
country there was a |l ot of "nmarket tal k" anmpong the public.

He said the ill should be tackled in stages starting right fromthe
Cabinet to the | ower |evels.

However, he pointed out the country had linmted resources to conbat
corruption.

Harun said the ACA currently had a staff of only about 2,000 in relation
to the country's population of 21 mllion people.



In contrast, he said, the Hong Kong's | ndependent Comi ssi on agai nst
Corruption has a staff of about 12,000 for a popul ati on of only six
mllion.

Syed Hussein said M nisters when taking their oath of office should al so
be required to say that they would not be corrupt.

"If the Mnister is a Muslimhe should go to a nosque and procl ai mthat
he woul d not be corrupt while in office," he said.

He said Mnisters of other religions could do the sane at their
respective place of worship.

Chandra said anendnents to the Prevention of Corruption Act shoul d
i nclude confiscating of ill-gotten gains of those involved in corruption.

@Qrmt said there was a need to reach the masses in the fight against
corruption.

He al so touched on the need to cut down red tape in Government
departnents as a neasure to conbat corruption.
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