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BASED on overwhel mi ng response by all segnents of society - professiona
entities, business fraternities and the public - to the Second Miltinedi a
Asi a 1997 conference-cum exhi bition which ended |ast Friday, it is evident
that the Multinedia Super Corridor is taking shape in determ ned fashion.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, the country's "chief
sal esman” of the MSC concept, has gone a step further to visualise the
establ i shment of a "Virtual Commonweal th of Nations".

True to the spirit of equality and smart partnerships, he stressed that
the virtual forumw Il be a venue where the international comunity can
sit down to fornulate a new global franmework for information-age
governance and nurturing a global civil society.

"The MSCis, therefore, our gift to the world, a creation that would
wel come the participation of the global comunity in sharing the useful
| essons of multimedi a devel oprent.

"W would Iike to invite the world community to join us to shape a
common future together. We invite collaboration instead of confrontati on,
enrichnent instead of exploitation, sharing i nstead of grabbing.

"The world, figuratively speaking, is shrinking rapidly. Miltinmedia and
net wor ki ng technol ogi es will, through videophony and vi deoconf erenci ng,
put people fromaround the world in face-to-face contact.

"Multiculturalismwill be the way of life in the future. W need to nake
adj ustnents so that our closeness will not result in our stepping on each
other's toes too frequently," said Dr Mahathir in his opening address at
t he four-day event.

Even if profitability is to be used as a yardstick to forecast the
achi evenent of the Malaysian initiative, the MSC will not be a | etdown,
but may even energe a strong contender in the capital market.

Ener gy, Tel ecomuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Moggi e, who had
been foll owi ng progress of the two-in-one event closely, announced that
the 44 conpani es whi ch have been granted MSC status are capabl e of

bringing in capital investnents totalling RM3 billion over the next five
years.

These conpani es, which are anong the 120 who had applied for the status,
are al so expected to generate revenue worth RMLO billion during the sane
peri od.

In terns of involvenent, there is also a clear sign that nore Ml aysi an-
owned conpani es are keen to participate in the MSC

As of |ast Thursday, Ml aysian conpani es nade up 36.36 per cent or 16
out of the 44 approved applicants for MSC status, while another 10 or
22.73 per cent are participating on a joint-venture basis.

Mul ti nedi a Devel opnent Corporation director of client services Dr
Muhanmad Ghazie Ismail, who was a panelist during the Miultinedia Asia
1997, said a majority of the MSC conpani es were either involved in content
or software devel opment, or they were in the support services.

"There is a good bal ance between | ocal and foreign conpani es. Local
conpanies are comng forward to join us in a big way," he said, stressing
that the skilled manpower issue would not surface if |ocal conpanies
continue to assert their presence in full force.

"Content creation and software devel opnent will fuel the fornulation of
new service-led i ndustries," he added.

The response to the MBC status thus far, has exceeded MDC s expectation



of 50 conmpanies to be granted the status by end of this year. Anbng
conmpani es whi ch have been granted that status are M npos Bhd, Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Bhd and Sun M crosyst ens.

Needl ess to say, since Dr Mahathir spearheaded Mal aysia's entry into the
cyber gateway one year ago, several significant ground-breaking events had
taken pl ace.

In January this year, the first MSC International Advisory Panel
meeting, a panel nmade up of CEGCs fromleading IT conpani es around the
wor |l d was hel d.

In May, the foundation stone for Cyberjaya, the MSC dedicated
intelligent city for multinmedia conmpani es, was | aid.

In the sane nonth, four cyberlaws were tabl ed and passed by the
Parliament. A conpany with MSC status is entitled to privil eges under the
MSC Bil | of Guarantees.

Anong others, the Bill ensures the conpany will have access to worl d-
cl ass physical and information infrastructure, unrestricted enpl oynent of
wor kf orce and freedom of owner shi p.

Two nonths |ater, MDC began issuing the Concept Request for Proposals
(CRFPs) for bids by private conpanies to spearhead four of the seven
flagshi p applications which include el ectronic governnment, smart school s,
tel emedi ci ne and nul ti - purpose cards.

In addition, anchor projects for the MBC, nanely Putrajaya - the smart
new admini strative capital - and the Kual a Lunpur International Airport in
Sepang, are al so progressing well.

MDC, which was created | ast year as a one-stop agency to handl e
conmpani es involved in the MSC, together with 10 other conpanies, are
expected to nove to the corridor by year-end or early next year.

The 15-km by 50-km hi gh-tech zone stretches from Kual a Lunpur to KLIA
and i ncl udes Cyberjaya and Putraj aya.

Meanwhi | e, response to the Concept Request For Proposals for four of the
seven MSC fl agship applications project has al so been very encouragi ng.

To date, nore than 4,800 conpani es and i ndivi dual s have acqui red CRFPs
t hrough the rel evant agenci es or down-1oading fromthe Internet.

The four applications, identified as the Miltinedia Devel opnent
Fl agshi p, are e-government, multipurpose card, smart schools and
t el emedi ci ne.

The other three - borderl ess marketing, research and devel opment cl uster
and wor | dwi de manufacturing web - are categorised under the Miltinmedia
Envi ronnent Fl agshi p Applicati ons.

The hi ghest response for CRFPs was in e-governnent, where 349 CRFPs were
purchased fromthe Ml aysi an Adm ni strative Mdernisati on and Manpower
Pl anning Unit, while 1,107 others were downl oaded t hrough the Internet.

This was foll owed by CRFPs for smart schools where a total of 1,342
docurents were acquired fromthe Education Mnistry and through the
I nternet.

For tel enedicine 1,087 CRFPs had been acquired fromthe Health Mnistry
and Internet, while 917 CRFPs for mnulti-purpose card applications had been
obt ai ned from Bank Negara Mal aysia and the | nternet.

There are five CRFPs for e-governnent, five for smart schools, four for
tel enedi ci ne and one for the nultipurpose card.

The rel evant agenci es are expected to shortlist the proposals from
conpani es by Cctober. Announcenents on the successful consortiuns will be
made within the first quarter of next year.
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