06 OCT 1997

MORE BACKI NG FOR MAHATHI R OVER CURRENCY CRI SI S

KUALA LUMPUR, 6 Okt (Bernamm) -- The Sel angor Dawoodi Bohra Muslim
Associ ation has expressed full backing for the |eadership of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir to steer the country out of the current currency crisis and
econom ¢ probl ens.

The association, in a statenent today, urged the people not to |isten
to runours and nake the Prine Mnister a scapegoat.

Dr Mahathir was not the sole cause for the the tenprorary slide
currently experienced by the country, it said.

"It is natural for the econony to take a breather. Wy should we bow
down to the dicates of others and echo their sentinents against Dr
Mahahtir," it said in referrence to western nedia's suggestion that the
Prime M nister stepped down.

"We should be grateful to Dr Mahathir for what he has done to the
country and its image in the past 16 years since taking over the reign of
the government,"” the statenent said.

Dr Mahathir, it said, had done a lot for the country and it was tine
for the country to be by his side as he steered it back to an even kneel. --
BERNANMA
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