01 AUG 1997
Mahat hi r - Paki st an
M SI A- PAKI STAN CAN DEMONSTRATE THAT MUSLI MS CAN COOPERATE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- The introduction of a conprehensive
ref orm package by Pakistan will hopefully open up nore opportunities to
Mal aysi an busi nessnen and investors to participate in that country's
devel opnent projects, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said tonight

The prine mnister hoped that the new policies would open up
opportunities for Mal aysians, especially in sectors such as housing,

i nfrastructure, construction, aviation, banking and finance

"The Mal aysian private sector, with its experience in Africa, Europe
Latin America, South East Asia and other parts of the world, could join
hands with their counterparts from Pakistan and make a significant
contribution towards further enhanci ng Mal aysi a- Paki stan rel ati ons.

"The relocation of |abour intensive industries to Pakistan on a
joint-venture basis could also contribute towards reducing our trade
i mbal ance while creating enpl oynent opportunities in Pakistan itself," he
said at a dinner in honour of visiting Pakistani Prinme M nister Nawaz
Sharif at Sri Perdana, here.

Dr Mahathir said bilateral trade between the two countries stood at
US$698 million (RML.74 billion) in 1996, out of which Ml aysian exports
amounted to US$649 million (RML.62 billion).

The prinme mnister said although the trade inbal ance had w dened over
the years, he strongly believed that the gap could be narrowed.

"In this regard, | wel come your business del egation and wi sh them
success in their neetings and discussions with their Ml aysian
counterparts,” he said, adding that with their experience and expertise
the partnership between the private sectors would produce nmutually
beneficial results.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia and Pakistan could al so cooperate to seek
opportunities in Third Countries, especially the new y-independent Centra
Asi an Republics where market potential existed.

"The tinme has cone for us to denonstrate to the world that the Mislim
Umeah can cooperate for its betternent and for the good of the world at
| arge,” he added.

He was happy that at the |evel of governnental cooperation, the first
M ni sterial Level Joint Conmi ssion Meting had just concluded and he woul d
urge both sides to take action to inplenent the decisions of the neeting

Touching on the Kashmr issue, Dr Mahathir said he sincerely hoped that
the recently concluded second round of talks between Pakistan and India in
I sl amabad woul d chart a friendly and harnoni ous rel ationship between the
two nei ghbouring countries.

"I sincerely hope that the talks would provide a positive avenue in the
pursuit of peace and stability in the sub-continent over the Kashmr
i ssue,” he ssaid.

He said that in a dispute Iike that, no side could expect to get
everything that it denmanded or believed it had a right to, if there was to
be any solution at all

On Afghani stan, he said Mal aysia supported any effort to bring the
warring factions together in a political conpact that would enable a
sustai ned and |asting peace to be achieved in the country.

Dr Mahathir said the visit by Nawaz and his entourage nmarked an
important milestone in enhancing the existing cordial and brotherly
relati ons between Ml aysia and Paki stan. -- BERNAVA



MNY JK



	M'SIA-PAKISTAN CAN DEMONSTRATE THAT MUSLIMS CAN COOPERATE (Bernama 01/08/1997)

