26/ 06/ 1997
MSC a real -life test bed, says Dr M
Kamarul Yunus in Budapest

BUDAPEST, Wed: Malaysia's Miultinedia Super Corridor (MSC) does not only
serve as an experinental base for nmultinedia conpanies but will also see

tests being conducted in a real-life society and el ectroni c governnent.
"In this corridor, participating conpanies can test their respective
systems with a real government... not stage a play... in the

adm ni strative city of Putrajaya,” Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad tol d Hungari an busi nessnen at a sem nar here.

In explaining to the participants that the el ectronic government is one
of the seven flagship applications to be inplenmented in the MSC, Dr
Mahat hir said the latest in electronics and information technology (IT)
will be integrated into the processes of governnent.

"W will rmake available all the facilities for conpanies wishing to try
out their systens of electronic government," he added.

Dr Mahathir stressed that the Governnent is not out to nmake nobney from
the conpanies participating in the MSC. Rather it is nore interested in
creating a a great test bed for all kinds of newideas in
t el ecommuni cations and nul ti nedi a devel opnent.

"W want to find out howthe ideas work in real life," he said, adding
that the Governnent is introducing the el ectronic governnment because the
amount of work has increased and will increase further.

Dr Mahathir is here for a two-day working visit. Topping the agenda -
whi ch includes enhancing relations in trade, science and technol ogy, and
tourism- is the pronotion of the MSC

The 15km by 50km MBC, stretching fromthe Petronas Twin Towers to the
new Kual a Lunmpur International Airport in Sepang, is aimed at turning
Mal aysia into a global I T hub. Wthin the corridor, two cyber cities will
be built: Putrajaya, the adnministrative city, and Cyberjaya, which will
accommodat e conpani es participating in the MSC

Dr Mahathir said with the dawning of the Information Age, the country
needs a test bed to determine the effects of I T on society and to benefit
fully fromthe | atest technol ogies.

"We need to know how to benefit fromthe Informati on Age... what we nust
guard against... wi thout tests we may do the w ong things.

"I think the people in Hungary know very well the need to have a test
bed as they have experienced the situation (of being under communismfor
about 70 years).

"It has been a very costly experinment for the Hungarians,” he said.

In the case of the MSC, Dr Mahathir said, the Government wants to put in
pl ace a test bed that continues to be relevant for a long tinme in view of
the fast changi ng needs, technol ogi cal advances, and wi despread effects on
soci ety.

Dr Mahathir also visited the | karus vehicle manufacturing plant in
Szekesf ehervar and the Videoton conputer industries centre. |karus
produces buses while Videoton is an el ectronics industrial area.
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